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EDITORIAL 
THE ROOT CAUSE 

This writer is beholden to two nations, one that gave him birth, the Sikh 
Nation and the other that he now calls home, the United States of America. In 
case of the former the Creator made the choice for him, in case of the latter the 
choice was his. There is a lot to be admired about both of these nations yet at 
this juncture in their histories both are saddled with most despicable 
leadership. For a long time the reason for this state of affairs was a puzzle. 
Then suddenly, during Israeli destruction of Lebanon, blessed by President 
Bush, a clear picture of the reasons began to emerge. It is a complex 
combination of leaders’ arrogance, absence of humility and intense desire to 
control others with whatever means possible regardless of common human 
decency or national or international laws coupled with total gullibility and 
stupidity of the masses, comfort of status quo and ‘why should I stick my neck 
out’ attitude of the intellectuals and naked unbridled greed of the media. 


Time and again while speaking on the issue of Israeli invasion of Lebanon 
President Bush, and the US media, including CNN, for that matter, spoke of 
the capture of two Israeli soldiers by Hezbollah as the root cause of the latest 
conflict. Unfortunately it is not that simple. Without going into too many 
details, most people would agree that if there is a single root cause it would be 
the abandonment by European powers of the European Jewish people made 
refugees by Hitler’s Germany. Europeans simply washed their hands off by 
dumping hapless homeless at the door step of the Palestinians whose lands 
they had already forcibly occupied. At the same time while referring to the UN 
resolutions governing Lebanon and Israel, repeated references were made to 
the disarming of Hezbollah according to UN Resolution 1559 that had not 
happened. The President and the media, at least the US media, never 
mentioned the other key provisions of the same resolution that Israel had failed 
to implement i.e. release of thousands of Lebanese prisoners held by Israel and 
the vacating of its occupation of Lebanese territory known as Sheba farms 
while at the same time there was no mention of the UN resolutions that both 
the Israelis and the Americans have ignored for decades vis-a-vis the Israelis 
and the Palestinians. Only people to bring up those resolutions were the Syrian 
officials who pointed out that both the Israelis and Americans while harping on 
Resolution 1559 have completely ignored Resolution 242 from 1967 and 
Resolution 338 from 1973, both mandating Israel return occupied land, 
including the Golan Heights to Syria. Every time this happened the CNN 
anchor simply ignored the point raised by the Syrians and either cut them off 
without comment or changed the subject. While engaging in this rhetoric both 
Bush and Israelis conveniently forgot the fact that Hezbollah was born out of 
desperation about two decades ago as a resistance movement when Israel, with 
the US blessing, was occupying Lebanon in order to destroy PLO. While 
loudly accusing Syria and Iran of supporting Hezbollah they also conveniently 
forgot that the tanks, bullets and bombs that Israel was using against the 
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civilians in Lebanon were US made and paid for with US tax 
payers’ dollars. What is good for the goose should be good for 
the gander. 


The entire US policy in the Middle East is flawed. The tail is 
wagging the dog. There was a time when a US president told the 
Israelis in no uncertain terms to get out of the Sinai and another 
froze the US aid funds to stop the construction of illegal Israeli 
settlements on Palestinian land in the West Bank. Slowly and 
imperceptibly, however, under pressure of a very clever Israeli 
lobby, members of US Congress have given up their power of 
independent thought and blindly accepted the dictates of Israeli 
policy in the Middle East. The corrupt US lackey governments, 
two Kingdoms of Jordan and Saudi Arabia (not democracies) 
and one dictatorial ‘democracy’ of Egypt have been neutralized. 
Unfortunately, this President Bush has outdone the Congressmen 
in his support of Israeli policy which is based upon brutal use of 
force, ‘might is right’. For someone who dodged the draft, war is 
like a computer game and he can play The Commander-in-Chief 
and declare with a grin after the fall of Baghdad, “mission 
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accomplished”; he wants Osama bin Laden “dead or alive’; 
and in an unpresidential manner challenges Al Qaeda and Sunni 
resistance to “bring it on”. Was the mission accomplished or 
had the unfolding of American and Iraqi tragedy just begun? Has 
Osama bin Laden been killed or caught or is he laughing in his 
‘cave’? And as to the unstatesman like swaggering cowboy, bar 
room brawl style dare of “bring it on’, he got it but paid for it 
with the lives of sons and husbands of others, not his or 
Cheney’s or Rumsfeld’s. 


US attack on Iraq was a criminal act financed with US tax payer 
dollars. The blood of thousands of American dead and tens of 
thousands wounded and tens of thousands of Iraqi dead and 
millions put in jeopardy is on the hands of this President. Even if 
in November the Democrats win both houses, they do not have 
the moral standing or spine to impeach Bush, which he should 
be. Republicans had gone after Clinton for no grounds at all. 
Isn’t there another party that could try this administration in The 
World Court? Does the fear of impeachment over the treatment 
of prisoners by the CIA, under explicit orders of this President, 
on the territory of rogue states paying obeisance to this 
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American administration have anything to do with his quest to 
modify the Geneva Convention to shield him for violations of 
Title II, especially when his own Supreme Court had ruled that 
Geneva Convention did apply to Bush’s prisoners? Wouldn’t 
“Traq-gate” and “torture-gate” be more in this nation’s interest 
than was the “Monica-gate’? First denying that CIA had torture 
chambers in other countries and then admitting to their 
presence after bringing the prisoners to Guantanamo Bay, after 
adverse ruling by the Supreme Court, Bush prefers to use 
harmless sounding phrase “alternative set of procedures” used 
in their interrogation. For massive killings of civilians in 
Afghanistan and Iraq the phrase is “collateral damage”. To 
bring the gravity of the situation home let us create two 
scenarios. Firstly, let President Bush, Cheney and Rumsfeld 
spend a day or two at Abu Ghraib prison and have themselves 
subjected to these alternative set of procedures and see if they 
violate human dignity. That would be a sure way of bringing 
‘clarity’ to what Bush calls ‘vagueness’ in Geneva Convention. 
Secondly, in a family of four in Iraq the parents and a younger 
sister of a teenage Iraqi girl were killed by drunken US soldiers 
before they raped and killed her too. Bush’s is also a four 
member family. If the same treatment is meted out to them 
would that be considered collateral damage or a horrendous 
chrime? In both cases it should be the latter and responsibility 
for bringing that situation around will rest with the one person 
who triggered the chain of events by attacking Iraq in violation 
of all International laws and against the wishes of the United 
Nations. 


There is no doubt in any reasonable mind that this 
administration’s whole argument to go to war in Iraq was based 
on falsehood garnished with manipulated intelligence; and 
when Colin Powell was making a case before the Security 
Council to go to war against Iraq he was lying and he knew he 
was lying. That is why he had CIA Chief George Tenet, who 
along with Cheney was a willing accomplice in this crime of 
manipulating intelligence to attack a UN member nation 
without UN authorization. After Tenet was done doing his dirty 
work Bush thanked him by awarding him a civilian medal of 
service. All those Congressmen and Senators from both parties, 
who voted for this war, ought to have resigned. Now they are 
equally guilty. There are reports in the press that Bush 
administration is seriously planning air strike against Iran’s 
nuclear power facilities and its encouragement to Israel to go 
after Hezbollah was a trial run geared towards that goal. 
Hezbollah survived and perhaps so did the long range rockets 
that could reach Tel Aviv, to be unleashed only if and when US 
tax payer financed bombs fall on Tehran. Iraq war has already 
benefited Iran beyond their wildest dreams; turned United 
States into an international pariah; and an attack will further 
improve Iran’s position in the Middle East and the world. Colin 
Powell has finally mustered some moral courage and in a letter 
to Sen. John McCain who has teamed up with Senators John 
Warner and Lindsey Graham, all Republicans, in opposing 
Bush’s attempt to change the Geneva Convention Title II, 
come out with the statement that “the world is beginning to 
doubt the moral basis of our fight against terrorism’, 
leading to the following frown and statement from Bush: 
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“It's unacceptable to 
think that there's any 
kind of comparison 
between the behavior of 
the United States of 
America and the action 
of Islamic extremists," 
President Bush says at 
Friday’s (Sept. 15, 2006) 
news conference. 

Is it really? Ask those 
on the receiving end of 
the US behavior. 





At the United Nations he talked down to the people of Iran and 
Syria. He lectured the Iranians about their government 
squandering their resources on terrorists and implied that they 
are not a democracy. Having squandered hundreds of billions of 
this country’s dollars in throwing his weight around in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Lebanon and itching to do the same in Iran it 
is a case of a pot calling kettle black. Iran is not a democracy 
but Israel is where non-Jews are second class citizens? 


Population make up in USA is rapidly changing. Without blind 
US support Israel is nothing. If Israel continues on this course of 
arrogance there is no doubt in this writer’s mind that a day will 
come, may be in not too distant future, when history will repeat 
itself. If Israeli leaders are wise they would beg the Arab 
countries to once again offer to recognize it in exchange for 
withdrawing from the occupied Arab lands, an offer it had 
arrogantly refused only a few years ago. Solution is political not 
military. Otherwise, in the next round the corrupt states and lap 
dogs of USA, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Egypt won’t be there to 
condemn Hezbollah or its successor, just as Hezbollah wasn’t 
there when Sharon the butcher authorized and watched the 
massacre of Palestinian women and children in Beirut by the 
Lebanese Christians. Israel fully expected for Christians to rise 
against Hezbollah and greet them as liberators just as Bush 
crowd expected to be greeted as liberators in Iraq; neither 
transpired. 


Bush crowd lives in a world of make believe, totally divorced 
from reality: Uragis will greet them as liberators’, not as 
invaders and occupiers; rush to announce ‘Mission 
Accomplished’ when in reality the troubles were just starting; 
‘Situation in Iraq is improving’ when the Iraqis say they are in 
a civil war; ‘Hezbollah has lost’ when not only the rest of the 
world, Tony Blair excluded, but also even the Israelis hold the 
opposite view. Some leaders create great nations while others 
bring them into decline. Bush Blair duo is doing it to USA 
and UK. 


In his column in Washington Post, Peter Baker writes, “For 10 
minutes, the talk show host grilled his guests about whether 
George Bush’s mental weakness is damaging America’s 
credibility at home and abroad. For 10 minutes, the caption 
across the bottom of the television screen read, IS BUSH AN 
IDIOT. But the host was no liberal media elitist. He was Joe 
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Scarborough, a former Republican congressman turned 
MSNBC political pundit. And his answer to the captioned 
question was hardly “no”. While other Presidents have been 
called stupid, he said: ‘I think George Bush is in a league by 
himself.” George Bush may or may not be stupid or an idiot 
but he has squandered world’s good will generated by the 
tragic events of 9/11, brought disgrace to the office of 
Presidency, lost friends in the world, multiplied the enemies of 
the United States and in the process did Bin Laden’s dirty work 
and made it possible for him to achieve what he could not 
under Sadam Hussein’s Iraq i.e. establish Al Qaida’s strong 
presence in Iraq. When Bush claimed Iraq/Al Qaida connection 
to make a case for attack on Iraq he was lying. His actions have 
now made it a reality. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice got 
offended when the Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez called 
Bush the “devil” during his speech to the United Nations and 
termed those remarks “not becoming for a head of state”. She 
is right but they equally apply to her boss, perhaps more so. 


When Nanak spoke about ‘hlemi raj’ (benevolent rule of justice 
for all) Babar was ravaging India. Bush is the current Babar 
ravaging Iraq himself and having Israel ravage Lebanon. For 
the sake of the United States and well being of the entire world 
Bush should abandon his vicious God engaged in mortal feud 
with Bin Laden’s God and pay heed to Guru Nanak and 
practice ‘In God We Trust’ and substitute the term ‘God Bless 
Us All’ for ‘God Bless America’. O God of all humanity 
please save us from gods of Bush, Bin Laden and Pope 
Benedict XVI who recently quoted with admiration the words 
of a Byzantine Emperor Manuel II Paleologus to cowardly 
describe his personal feelings about Islam: “Show me just what 
Muhammad brought that was new and there you will find 
things only evil and inhuman, such as his command to spread 
by the sword the faith he preached”. 


This country was built upon individual freedom and pursuit of 
happiness, s symbol of liberty, a heaven on earth. Hope is what 
it should be exporting. Under Bush/Cheney it is exporting 
terror and its response to terror was with terror, not with 
justice. In pursuing his own terror he made his own rules. May 
history judge him correctly? 


Things are not any better in the Sikh Nation. Mann, Badal or 
Amarinder, none of these leaders or any others whose names 
are almost always in the news, is going to bring any changes in 
the lives of Sikhs in Panjab let alone anywhere else. Recently 
announced Second Gurdwara Sudhar Lehar by various Akali 
factions led by Mr Manjit Singh Calcutta is a fraud. For 
almost a quarter century, hand in hand with Tohra, Manjit 
Singh Calcutta has done every thing in his power to stop 
Gurdwara reform. Latest example was his despicable attempt at 
no holds barred opposition to the October 26" 2003 World Sikh 
Convention in Mohali. (SB Dec.2003). He was also responsible 
for publishing at SGPC’s expense the very book that Singh 
Sabha Lehar had removed from the Gurdwaras, “Gurbilas 
Patshahi 6’’. As to the head of corruption in Sikhi we publish 
the May-August Editorial again in this issue.Hardev Singh Shergill 
HECK 


K. T. F. of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 3 


The Sikh Bulletin WMA-ASA USr September-October 2006 


BUSH FOREIGN POLICY IN ‘NUT’ SHELL 


DRAWING BOARD 
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Ihave been instructed by my clients, the American people, to extend this 
very generous buyout offer for the final 2.5 years of your contract...We do 
hope you will consider it.” 
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Isn’t it wonderful, O Vile one? The more Bush talks, the less we have to do. 
Pat Oliphant-Universal Press Syndicate 
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EDITORIAL 

VEDANTI - AN ENEMY OF SIKHI 
“Akal Takhat Sahib is 
the most supreme seat of 
the Sikh nation. All Sikhs 
owe their loyalty solely to 
this throne.” (Dr. 
Harjinder Singh Dilgeer). 
It should be emphasized 
that loyalty is to the 
‘Institution of Akal 
Takhat Sahib’, not to the 
caretaker. Our current 
leadership, headed by 
Vedanti, by its shameful 
a conduct has damaged this 

Institution but other than 
isolated cries of concern by a few individuals the vast 
majority of people calling themselves Sikhs and all the ‘Sikh’ 
Organizations are oblivious to the undermining of the very 
basic principles of Guru Nanak’s message that Akal Takhat is 
supposed to uphold. 





‘Jathedar’ Vedanti has graced pages of The Sikh Bulletin 
many times since his appointment by Badal after the 
unceremonious sacking of his predecessor, Puran Singh, on 
March 28, 2000, largely because of his fraternization with 
unsavoury characters like Nanaksaria ‘Sant Baba’ Amar 
Singh Barundi. (See SB May, June, Nov. 2000; June & Oct. 
2001; Feb.& Aug. 2002.) and ‘Sant Baba’ Daljit Singh 
Chicago. It did not take us long to see through him and in the 
June 2000 issue of the SB we identified him as a ‘Trojan 
Horse’. He has proven us right, beyond our expectations. He 
has consistently tried to present the scums of Sikhi as its 
religious leaders. Unlike the tradition established by our 
Gurus who practiced what they preached, Vedanti says one 
thing but does exactly opposite. 


In the Tribune dated Oct. 30/2001, dateline Amritsar Oct.29, 
under the banner, “Drive against dera system’, Vedanti is 
quoted as saying, “...meanwhile, Jathedar Vedanti appealed 
to the Sikh sangat to oppose those who were running deras 
and adopting practices which went against the tenets and 
principles of Sikhism. He said whenever any act of religious 
misconduct came to light the matter should be reported to the 
Akal Takhat secretariat” ...“Khalsa Panth had the potential to 
take care of its enemy”. 


Khalsa Panth may have the potential to take care of its 
enemies but it certainly has not shown the ability to 
recognize them. Most recently four such enemies were back, 
again, in this country — Tarlochan Singh, caretaker of 
Kesgarh Sahib, who played a major role in protecting Daljit 
Singh Chicago from a punishment harsher than listening to 
kirtan for his transgressions already well publicized in the 
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media; Iqbal Singh, caretaker Patna Sahib, who considers 
himself superior to the caretaker at Akal Takhat Sahib and 
justifies his two marriages on the fallacy of two (or more) 
marriages of Guru Gobind Singh; Joginder Singh Vedanti, 
caretaker Akal Takhat Sahib; and his tail, Ranjit Singh, 
granthi at Gurdwara Sees Ganj. They were here at the 
invitation of Satpal Singh Khalsa, Son-in-Law of Yogi 
Bhajan, the deceased leader of Sikh Dharma in the western 
world, who used Sikhism as a prop for his business 
practices in this country. To understand the true character of 
this leader of Sikh Dharma, copies of various law suits 
against him can be had from The Sikh Bulletin by those 
engaged in research in matters concerning Sikhi. 


Vedanti speaks against derawalas, yet he graces their deras 
with his presence. Daljit Singh of Chicage, a one time 
Giani in Chandigarh and Baba in Chicago became an instant 
‘Sant’ after being blessed by Vedanti’s visit to his dera, in 
May 2001, a visit that was vigorously opposed by the sangat 
of Chicago.(SB June 2001). During his same visit we presented 
him with a dossier on Amar Singh, a world class con artist 
and congenital liar, from whom he had already received a 
siropa in New Delhi on Nov.16, 2000. Not only did we not 
receive any response from him to our dossier, he lead a 
delegation of likes of Avtar Singh Hitt, then President of 
DGPC, Talwandi and others to Amar Singh’s dera in 
London in August 2001 and he has been there many times 
since then. While there he ignored the pleas of a Gursikh to 
be taken to meet some of the victims of Amar Singh. 


Remember his public statement about any religious 
misconduct to be brought to his attention? Among the first 
to be brought to his attention was the moral misconduct of 
Baba Dhanwant Singh, the rape by him of the daughter of 
one of his devotees. Vedanti had assigned the investigative 
task to his wife’s brother, Prithipal Singh Sandhu, who 
was then his SGPC paid personal assistant. According to 
reports by the Shiromani Khalsa Panchayat, by accepting a 
bribe of several thousand rupees, Sandhu exonerated the 
Baba completely. Public hue and cry that ensued resulted in 
Sandhu losing his job, ostensibly, not for any misconduct 
but for being overage for SGPC job. Thanks to Panjab 
Police and Indian Judiciary Baba Dhanwant Singh went to 
jail for committing rape. For some unexplained reason, even 
though Prithipal Singh Sandhu is no longer an employee of 
SGPC he still accompanies Vedanti on his foreign jaunts 
and press refers to him as Vedanti’s PA. More recently 
when the Sangat of Palatine Gurdwara took the case of 
Daljit Singh Chicago to Vedanti he justifies the very mild 
punishment (He does not even call it punishment; he terms 
it sewa.) by stating that after listening to both sides i.e. 
sangat of Palatine Gurdwara and Daljit Singh, and affidavits 
of the Bibi in question and her husband, Daljit Singh was 
punished for lying to the media. Obviously Vedanti chose to 
believe Daljit Singh’s second explanation, after his on the 
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air denial of his or his van ever being at the Motel, for being 
with a married woman in the middle of the night i.e. he was 
counselling the woman. Amar Singh’s standard excuse was 
also always the same. 


Panjabi Weekly “Panjab Times’ of April 29, 2006 carries 
highlights of ‘Jathedars’ latest visit, reported by Amolak 
Singh. At Milwaukie’s Brookfield Gurdwara, where they 
were invited by the “wealthy Sikh businessman S. Darshan 
Singh Dhaliwal”, (obviously by inviting these people he is 
not using his wealth to help the cause of Sikhi), Vedanti 
urged the sangat to not to buy, read nor support those who 
create ‘dubidha’ (@faar) in the panth and question centuries 
old practices and call ‘Jathedars’ pujaris.. According to the 
reporter, although Vedanti did not name names, clear targets 
of his comments were two individuals that he had 
excommunicated, Joginder Singh, Editor and Publisher of 
Spokesman and Gurbakhsh Singh Kala Afghana. 


Dictionary defines ‘dubidha’ as double mindedness, doubt, 
dilemma and quandary. Those who have read and understood 
the writings of these two gentlemen with open mind do not 
agree with Vedanti. They say that any ‘dubidha’ has been 
created by Vedanti and people like him. One of the first acts 
after being appointed caretaker of Akal Takhat, Vedanti 
issued a directive banning any discussion about so called 
‘Dasam Granth’. While people like Baba Virsa Singh were 
free to propagate Dasam Granth right under Vedanti’s nose, 
Sikh institutions like Institute of Sikh Studies, Chandigarh 
under Dr. Kharak Singh chose to obey the anti-gurmat order 
by Vedanti. 


Vedanti’s real dubidha’ (efaar) causing work was ‘Gurbilas 
Patshahi 6’, a book which is basically a ‘kanjar kahani’. It 
had disappeared from the Gurdwaras under the influence of 
Singh Sabha movement but resuscitated in June 1998 on 
Guru Hargobind Sahib’s 400" birth anniversary as a ‘gift’ to 
the Panth, under the editorship of Vedanti, with SGPC funds 
facilitated by Manjit Singh Calcutta. (See SB May & June 2000 for 
detailed analysis of this book). Wedanti’s most cherished wish was 
to see the resumption of katha of this book in all the 
Gurdwaras. 


Yet another instance of his dubidha’ (efaur) creation is his 
hypocrisy about Hukamnamas. Upon being appointed 
successor to Puran Singh he voided all Hukamnamas issued 
by Puran Singh but not those by Ranjit Singh Ghataura, 
including the notorious  ‘sit-on-the-floor-for-Langar’ 
hukamnama. This, even in the light of the fact that on April 
25, 1935 the five member ‘Dharmik Slahkar Committee’ 
consisting of S. Kahn Singh Nabha, Prof. Jodh Singh, Prof. 
Teja Singh, Prof. Ganga Singh and Jathedar Mohan Singh 
had passed a resolution allowing Sikhs in Europe and 
America, where there is tradition to sit on chairs inside places 
of worship, to sit on chairs even inside Darbar hall by raising 
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the platform for parkash of Guru Granth Sahib. When 
Amolak Singh, the reporter for Panjab Times, pointed out 
Vedanti created ‘dubidha’ (efaar) in matter of Langar 
hukamnama by going to Didar Singh Bains’ house in Yuba 
City but not to the Tierra Buena Gurdwara where he is 
president, because of the chairs, although Iqbal Singh of 
Patna Sahib has no compunction about going to the 
Gurdwara himself, and on this trip laying the foundation 
stone of a Gurdwara in Lodi, California, with chairs in the 
Langar hall, Vedanti confidently asserted that at Lodi 
Gurdwara the sangat had resolved to remove the chairs by 
jaikara (§% A fogs...) and Tierra Buena Gurdwara will 
do so soon. We have news for Vedanti. Sangat at Lodi 
Gurdwara overruled the management’s decision to placate 
Vedanti and put the chairs right back. Same has been 
happening at Tierra Buena Gurdwara for years. 


Recently Vedanti has come out with a ‘Gurmata’ giving 
choice to all excommunicated persons to rejoin the Sikh fold 
by January 13, 2007 without under going any ‘tankhah’ 
provided they accept the authority of Akal Takhat. Problem 
is that Vedanti has neither the legal nor moral authority to 
issue a ‘Gurmata’; nor does he, or any so called jathedar, 
has any authority to issue a hukamnama. Two people 
‘excommunicated’ by him and several ‘excommunicated’ 
by Ranjit Singh Ghataura in Canada do not consider 
themselves ‘excommunicated’ in the eyes of the Granth and 
the Panth; nor do they deny the supremacy of Akal Takhat. 
What these rare Sikh individuals are challenging is the 
abuse of the power of Akal Takhat by undeserving people 
like Vedanti who behave as peons of the politicians who 
appointed them. 


Vedanti talks about the sanctity of centuries old practices 
i.e. only three centuries since the Guru period. Because he is 
Vedanti, expert in Vedas, and not Giani, expert in Guru 
Granth Sahib, should we excuse him for not knowing that 
Guru Nanak had preached for discarding tens of centuries 
old practices because they were an abomination? The 
biggest and most important such practice was the janeu 
ceremony for him which he rejected when he was only a 
child. 


Just the other day I was listening to a radio talk show with 
the President of American Bar Association as the guest. 
Conversation was about the conduct of the Bush 
administration in the war on terror and scandals at Abu 
Ghraib, Haditha, Hamandiya, Ishaqi and Guantanamo Bay. 
With reference to the detainees at Guantanamo Bay his 
comments were that the administration’s conduct there is 
clearly not “American”. Vedanti Ji, even though you do not 
like to be called ‘pujari’ that is precisely what you and your 
companions are and you have transformed Sikhi to pre Guru 
Nanak period and destroyed the contributions and sacrifices 
of Ten Gurus and countless Sikhs. The pretense of Sikhi 
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that you make is not ‘Sikhi’. I would like nothing better than 
for you to excommunicate me from your Panth because my 
Panth and your Panth have nothing in common. In your Panth 
the GGS, although held in high esteem by your way of 
thinking, is actually shown disrespect because you have come 
to treat it just as another deity as a Hindu idol and thus 
worshipped as such and like the Hindu idols sangat comes for 
its ‘darshan’ and just like Hindu idols it is taken out for 
‘darshan’ in the form of a nagar kirtan. My Panth considers it 
a treasure-trove of knowledge to be read, comprehended and 
made part of daily life. GGS makes no distinction between 
Hindus and Muslims (and Sikhs, Christians and Buddhists 
for that matter) and the gender but you forbid Mardana’s 
descendents and women from doing kirtan and other sewa at 
Darbar Sahib. The list of your transgressions is unending. 


Finally, one wonders which group is the worst enemy of 
Sikhi, the holier than thou clowns who frequently come out 
of India or the moneyed people in Diaspora who pay for them 
to visit their homes and Gurdwaras. Unfortunately the vast 
majority of Sikhs, both in India and in Diaspora, are totally 
unconcermed about both of these groups. —_ Hardev Singh Shergill 


oh KK 


SIKHISM: A TRIBAL TRAGEDY 
Devinderjit Singh, St. Catherine's College, Oxford (June, 2006) 


Having dining rights on High Table at an Oxbridge College 
is a great privilege. It provides an ideal opportunity to learn 
from one's colleagues, about a wide array of disparate 
subjects, in the pleasant and informal setting of an evening 
meal; likewise, conversations with guests and academic 
visitors are often interesting and enlightening. When not 
discussing Bayesian probability theory, and its central role in 
rational inference and learning, I usually find myself 
explaining the fundamentals of Sikhism. ‘What do Sikhs 
believe in?' is a common question, to which my reply is 
simply “One God'. Many are taken aback by this curt 
response, and so I have to expand upon it, but my view is that 
this is the essence of Sikhism. The rest, as they say, is just 
detail. 


The core belief of Sikhism is given on the top of the first 
page of the Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh Scriptures, in what 
is called the Mool Mantra. It is a ‘mantra’ in the sense that its 
message is to be taken to heart, and to be worked into our 
lives. It defines the very foundations of the Sikh faith and, as 
such, is repeated frequently in the Guru Granth Sahib: it is 
found in full at the beginning of each of the Raga-based 
chapters, and in abridged form at the start of every major 
section and composition. The latter represents the most 
succinct description of Sikh belief, “Ek Onkar - Sat - 
Gurparsad ', and is the closest thing to Sikhism in a nutshell. 
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The monotheistic declaration of One God, or Ek Onkar, 
seems innocuous enough, but a little reflection soon reveals 
it to have far-reaching consequences for the way we think 
and behave. Not only does it explicitly exclude atheism or 
polytheism in any form, but the common factor of a single 
Creator provides a sense of unity to the whole universe. 


Firstly Allah made Light, then creation and all of humanity. 
The whole world came from the same Light, 
so why categorize people as high and low? [1] 
Folks, don't get taken in by prejudice. God is the Creator, 
God is in the Creation, and is resplendent everywhere. [Refrain] 
(Guru Granth Sahib, Raga Prabhati, Bhagat Kabir, p. 1349) 


In everyday life, this belief implies that we should treat 
everybody equally and fairly. Social divisions of gender, 
colour, ancestry, nationality, ethnicity, or whatever, are 
ultimately just human figments; aberrations that hinder our 
recognition of the Almighty. 


Recognize the Divine Light in all, and don't ask about caste; 
in the hereafter, caste carries no weight. 
(Guru Granth Sahib, Raga Asa, Mahala 1, p. 349) 


If caste, for example, carries no weight in the hereafter, or in 
the Eyes of God, it makes no sense for us to attach any 
significance to it. This conclusion is confirmed many times 
in Gurbani, where such delineations are ridiculed as being 
arbitrary and meaningless. 


No one knows anything about lineage when in the womb; 
Everyone takes birth from the essence of the Creator. [1] 
Tell us Pandit, exactly when did you become a Brahmin? 
Don't waste your life in such claims to Brahminhood. [Refrain] 
If you're a Brahmin by birth from a Brahmin mother, 
Then why wasn't your birth different in some way? [2] 
How did you become a Brahmin and we remained Sudras? 
Is it that we have blood in our veins and you have milk? [3] 
Only those who earnestly contemplate the Creator, says Kabir, 
Do I consider worthy of being called Brahmins. [4] 
(Guru Granth Sahib, Raga Gaudi, Bhagat Kabir, p. 324) 


No exception is made for the case of marriage, of course, 
and yet most Sikhs seem to find it difficult to take the 
message on board in that instance. One has only to look at 
the matrimonial pages of newspapers and magazines 
popular with Sikhs to see the scale of the problem. Even 
those who are otherwise devoted and well-balanced often 
display extraordinary schizophrenia on the issue. In extreme 
cases, which are thankfully rare, disapproval about the 
choice of marital partner can lead to homicide; insult is then 
added to injury by attempting to sanitize the bigoted murder 
with the perverted euphemism of “honour killing’. So much 
for recognizing the Divine Light in all! 


As another example of how the simple belief in Ek Onkar 
leads to social values grounded in equality, discrimination 


K. T. F. of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 7 


The Sikh Bulletin 


based on gender is also ridiculed explicitly in Gurbani. The 
following verse was addressed to men who shunned women 
as being ‘impure’. 
We are born to women, gestate in women, are engaged to and marry 
women. 
We make friends with women, and the whole species is kept going 
by women. 
Upon her death we seek another woman, 
and women are instrumental in forming new relationships. 

Even great kings are born of women, so why consider them impure? 

Women are born of women, and no one takes birth without them. 

O' Nanak, only the True Lord did not take birth from a woman. 
(Guru Granth Sahib, Raga Asa, Mahala 1, p. 473) 


Despite Guru Nanak's unambiguous admonishment of sexual 
bigotry, we find that the principal Sikh authorities today 
condone it openly: women are barred from doing sewa at 
the most famous Sikh shrine, Darbar Sahib in Amritsar. It's 
an absolute disgrace! Those who upheld this insane rule 
recently, which is clearly at odds with the Guru's teachings, 
should be thoroughly ashamed of themselves. Gender 
equality from its inception is a unique feature of Sikhism, and 
should be practiced and held up as a beacon of enlightenment 
for the Guru's way. While other faiths are only beginning to 
acknowledge female spirituality, in terms of allowing women 
priests for example, and are still reluctant to talk about God 
as the Mother rather than the Father, Guru Arjan penned the 
following verse more than four hundred years ago. 


You are my Father and You are my Mother. 
You are the Giver of my life, breath and joy. 
You are my Master and I am your slave. 
Without You I have no one else. 

(Guru Granth Sahib, Raga Bhairon, Mahala 5, p. 1144) 


An acceptance of Ek Onkar as the ultimate truth, or Sat, 
should lead us to view everybody through the same eyes. The 
story of Bhai Kanhaiya, who gave water and aid to fallen 
enemy soldiers on the battlefield, illustrates this ideal in 
practice: his response to accusations of treason, which 
pleased Guru Gobind Singh greatly, was that he couldn't 
distinguish between friend and foe because he could only see 
God's radiance in everyone. A teacher of religious education 
from Banbury, in Oxfordshire, told me that his pupils 
suddenly start paying attention when they hear about Bhai 
Kanhaiya even though most of them show little interest in 
his class otherwise! It's a pity, therefore, that our preachers 
don't concentrate on such down-to-earth examples of living 
by the Guru's word instead of telling us fables of 
questionable relevance. The point is that it's easy to think that 
we are the chosen people and that ours is the only true way; 
seeing the Divine Light in all, or at least behaving as though 
one accepted the principle, is truly remarkable. 


Sadly, despite the Guru's continual reminder of Ek Onkar - 
Sat, our natural tribal instincts tend to get the better of us. 
This can take many different forms, both subtle and crude, 
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and we have alluded to several already. A more recent 
example in Britain, which some like me find extremely 
upsetting and worrying, is an attempt by a small but 
vociferous group to turn our very faith into a tribal issue.'"* . 
The proponents of “the monitoring of Sikhs as an ethnic 
group’ don't put it this way, of course, and one has to 
assume that they are pursuing their agenda with good 
intentions. I have addressed this topic in an earlier article® 
and letter *, and tried to show why I think the ethnic cause is 
flawed: its main contention is based on a_ poor 
understanding of the English legal system and its aims are at 
odds with the teachings of the Guru Granth Sahib. 
Harjinder Singh, who has a regular column in the Sikh 
Times as the “Man in Blue', mentioned his support for the 
ethnic monitoring of Sikhs again in the January-February 
2006 edition of the Sikh Bulletin (albeit just in passing): 
“We are seen as radicals, because we believe in the Sikh 
Panth, the Sikh Qaum, and because we want to be 
monitored as Sikhs in the UK's process of Ethnic 
Monitoring, and not as Afghanis, Pakistanis or Indians.’ I 
feel that this sentence, particularly the use of the crutch Sikh 
Panth and Qaum, needs to be commented upon. 


The term Panth is usually used in the context of the Khalsa 
rather than Sikh, but I don't have problem with that because 
Guru Gobind Singh's teachings were no different from those 
of Guru Nanak. The dramatic events of Visakhi 1699, which 
marked the birth of the “Khalsa Panth', were actually just a 
vivid reminder of a declaration made by Guru Nanak two 
centuries earlier. 


If you yearn to play the game of Devotion, 
Carry your head on the palm of your hand, 
and then enter the path of my Faith. 
If on this path you tread, hesitate not to sacrifice your head. 
(Guru Granth Sahib: Shloka Vara-de-Vadhik, p. 1412) 


After all, following the path of Truth, and standing up for its 
implied values of equality and fairness, is often fraught with 
mortal danger. Guru Teg Bahadhur, for example, was 
beheaded by the Mogul Emperor Aurangzeb in Delhi, in 
1675, for championing the rights of others to practice their 
faith. The new feature that Guru Gobind Singh unveiled 
was the collective authority of totally committed Sikhs to 
make decisions hitherto reserved for the Guru; in essence, 
he was preparing the Sikhs for life without a Guru in human 
form. The alternative of priesthood was rejected, because 
history has shown it to be too susceptible to corruption and 
abuse, but we have invented a_pseudo-hierarchical 
structure of Jathedhars anyway and continue to pay the 
price.* 


The principles of Sikhism are enshrined in the Guru 
Granth Sahib, and are essentially timeless and universal. 
The best way to implement them, in the face of an ever- 
changing world, is to be decided by the collective wisdom 
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of those Sikhs who have made the formal commitment of 
giving their lives to the Guru; that is my understanding of the 
Khalsa Panth. The term Qaum is usually taken to mean 
‘race’ or ‘nation’, and its suitability for use in conjunction 
with ~Sikh' is debatable. It's fairly harmless when conveying 
the sense of a community but potentially dangerous if given 
tribal overtones. The common name of “Singh' and *Kaur' is 
supposed to be a reminder of our inherent equality, and not a 
form of barrier with the rest of humanity. Guru Nanak is said 
to have started his ministry with the provocative declaration 
that there were no Hindus and there were no Muslims; if he 
had been speaking to a group of Sikhs and Christians, I'm 
sure that he would have said that were no Sikhs and no 
Christians! The point he was trying to make was that God 
doesn't care who we say we are: it's how we live our lives 
that counts. This view is also found in a phrase attributed to 
Guru Gobind Singh, Rehat pyaree muj ko Sikh pyaraa nahin, 
where he says that it's the ‘practice’ that is dear to him and 
not the Sikh. Indeed, the principles advocated by the Guru 
can be implemented by everybody, be they Muslims in 
Mecca, 


Five prayers at five times, five are their names: 
Truth is first, honest labour second and charity the third place 
claims; 
The fourth asks for honesty in conduct and fifth the praise of God. 
Support these prayers with your actions, 
and then call yourself a Muslim of the Lord. 
(Guru Granth Sahib, Raga Maj, Mahala 1, p. 141) 


or Yogis in the Himalayas, 


Make contentment your ear-rings, honest work your begging bowl 
and Divine thought the ashes to smear on your body. 
Let mortality be your foor-mat, an abuse-free body your practice 
and Faith your beating-stick. 
Consider your sect to be the whole of humanity, 
and conquering your mind akin to conquering the world. 
(Guru Granth Sahib, Japji, p. 6) 


or whoever. Simply professing to be a Sikh, and even having 
the expected outwardly appearance, does not endear one to 
the Guru; taking the message of Ek Onkar - Sat to heart, and 
living accordingly, is the important thing. 


Although we have seen how a belief in One God as the 
ultimate Truth leads logically to a lifestyle where everyone is 
treated fairly and as an equal, atheists too come to the 
conclusion that these are desirable social values. So, what 
tangible difference separates these viewpoints? Well, being 
told that Ek Onkar — Sat should also make us curious as to 
the exact nature of this Truth: what is this allencompassing 
statement really saying, how can it be this way, what is this 
Truth and how do we understand it? Such questions ought to 
inspire a spiritual quest with the goal of transforming belief 
into realization; this inner journey defines the purpose of 
religion, and it is meaningless without it. 
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Of what use is your meditation, penance, fasting and worship, 

If in your heart you don't have the Love of the Almighty? [1] 
My friends, you should attach your mind with the Creator. 
God is not attained through clever techniques and rituals. 

[Refrain] 
You should give up your pride and pretensions to impress others; 
And relinquish your obsession with lust, anger and your ego. [2] 
Instead you fan your ego by making a great show of your piety; 
And waste your time in the service of idols and tombstones. [3] 
Only through devoted remembrance is God attained, says Kabir; 
Only through the innocence of a child does one meet the Almighty. 


[4] 
(Guru Granth Sahib, Raga Gaudi, Bhagat Kabir, p. 324) 


The Guru Granth Sahib is devoted to praising God, 
describing a deep-seated love and earnest longing for the 
Almighty, and expressing the boundless joy felt on 
becoming one with the Creator; it encapsulates the shared 
spiritual experience, and associated teachings, of the 
Founders of the Sikh Faith and of contemporary Saints from 
various religious and social backgrounds (such as Farid, 
Kabir, Nam Dev, Ravi Das and Trilochan). Every 
discussion concludes with the same message that the 
ultimate Truth can only be realized through the Grace of 
the Lord, or Gurparsad! There is no room for ego because 
we can't achieve anything without the Blessing of the 
Almighty. The word guru is an amalgamation of two words 
meaning ‘darkness’ (gu) and ‘light’ (ru), and refers to one 
who dispels the darkness of ignorance with the light of 
knowledge. The Sat-guru, therefore, brings understanding 
about the Truth; that is, about Ek Onkar. Only God himself 
can bestow such enlightenment, through his benevolence, 
and so the Almighty is the true Guru. Those rare individuals 
who are lucky enough to be touched by the Lord in this way 
become completely and perpetually absorbed in him; they 
can't help but remember God every moment of their lives, 
be they eating, sleeping, working or whatever. The Guru 
Granth Sahib is a collection of the writings of such blessed 
people and, as its name suggests, it is a fountain of 
spiritual knowledge and inspiration. 


The everlasting true Lord, who is above all others, 
is attained only by those whom the true Guru blesses. 
The true Guru is also the one who remembers the true Lord 
always, 
and so the everlasting true Lord and the true Guru become the 
same. 
(Guru Granth Sahib, Raga Gaudi, Mahala 4, p. 304) 


Rather than savouring the treasure-trove of Gurbani by 
contemplating its message, we mock it with ritual 
recitation and pseudo-idolatry. Although we're keen to 
parade our respect for the Guru Granth Sahib in a physical 
sense, through the display of fine material surroundings and 
subservient behaviour, we show contempt by openly 
flouting its teachings. Gurbani tells us not to waste our time 
with sacred bathing and pilgrimage, so we turn Amritsar 
(and Hemkunt) into shrines for this purpose; we are advised 


K. T. F. of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 9 


The Sikh Bulletin 


to put aside arbitrary human divisions, so we_ build 
Gurdwaras based on caste; we are encouraged to give up 
superstitions and focus solely on the Love of the Almighty, 
so we try to sanctify water and look for lucky charms in the 
vicinity of the Guru Granth Sahib. The list of our insults 
goes on, but the increasingly common practice of multiple 
Akhand Paths probably takes the biscuit.’ 


The non-stop recitation of the Guru Granth Sahib, which is 
usually completed in about 48 hours by a shiftwork of 
readers, is one of the most familiar sights in Gurdwaras: it is 
the way in which we mark important events, be they 
occasions of thanksgiving and celebration or refection and 
remembrance. It comes as something of a surprise, therefore, 
to learn that there is no record of any such practice during the 
times of Sikh Gurus! As with the office of Takhat Jathedhar, 
it's something that we have invented all on our own. 
Modifying practice to respond to changing circumstances is 
not necessarily a bad thing, particularly when done through 
consensus, but we must be careful to make sure that the 
underlying principles of our faith are not compromised. 
While the extreme conditions of the mid-eighteenth century, 
when Sikhs were hunted with a price on their head, may have 
led to the need for the hurried reading of the Guru Granth 
Sahib, because it was unsafe to linger in any one place, this 
justfication for Akhand Paths has long since disappeared. 
The Sikh Scriptures can only be considered our Guru if we 
reflect on its content and contemplate its message; this takes 
time and dedication. When we reduce Gurbani to an object of 
ritual recitation, as in an Akhand Path, we are doing exactly 
what it counsels against. 


The central message of Gurbani is short, simple and 
reiterated often: Ek Onkar- Sat - Gurparsad. Although its 
true appreciation requires the Blessing of the Almighty, a 
little down-to-earth reflection yields practical consequences 
for how we should view the world and behave. Unfortunately, 
our natural tribal instincts conflict with the desired universal 
outlook. Rather than recognizing the Divine Light in all, we 
find it difficult to shrug off notions of ‘our people' and 
‘them'; the seduction of stereotyping is indicative of the 
problem. If we are to be true to the Guru's mission, we must 
always be vigilant against any form of tribal tendency. Its 
expression at the individual level is a personal failing, but its 
acceptance within Sikh institutions is even more serious and 
damaging. If we are not careful, it will be a terrible tragedy. 
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WRITINGS OF BHAI RANDHIR SINGH: 
A CRITICAL APPRAISAL 

Baldev Singh, 316 R Glad Way, Collegeville, PA 19426 USA 
In Maas Maas Kar Moorakh Jhagre, Gurbakhsh Singh Kala 
Afghana has pointed out how Bhai Randhir Singh has taken 
liberty to misinterpret and distort Gurbani [(sacred hymns of 
Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS)] to prove that meet eating 
is sin [1]. Bhai Randhir Singh has completely ignored Guru 
Nanak’s counsel against the debate over “‘meat eating”. 


HAHA afe Hoe Bars fara fomrs adt ASI 
aQe HH age Aa ave fan Hfo uT AHS 
us $8 ot art faa 1H Gor I 


This shabad (stanza) is Guru Nanak’s rebuttal to a Brahman 
to whom even the very sight of flesh is pollution and sinful 
what to speak of eating it. “Foolish people quarrel over the 
merit of partaking flesh knowing not what is flesh and what 
is non-flesh. Why the eating of flesh is sinful and not the 
eating of non-flesh food? In the ancient times rhinoceros 
was sacrificed and its flesh was burnt in the sacred fire to 
worship of gods. Those who have abandoned meet eating 
and can’t stand its flavor, devour men in the darkness of 
night. They practice this hypocrisy to impress people, 
though they do not understand what is flesh. Nanak, what 
can one tell to an ignorant person who does not understand 
what is said to him / her? Blind is the one who performs 
foolish deeds due to lack of wisdom. Look, born of mother 
and father’s blood, one eats not fish or meat! The sexual 
intercourse between a man and woman also involves organs 
made of flesh. We are conceived in flesh, born from flesh 
and our bodies are made of flesh. O Pandit, you don’t 
understand this fact, but you consider yourself expert on 
flesh! Sir, how come animal flesh is bad and your flesh is 
good? They earn their food through illegal means, whose 
Guru is ignorant. There is mention of meat in Hindu and 
Semitic texts and people have eaten meat throughout human 
history. In Hindu sacrifice ceremonies (jagya) and 
marriages meat has prominent place. All men and women, 
are born of flesh as are kings and chiefs. O Pandit! If all 
these go to hell, then why do you accept their donations? 
What kind of justice is this that the one who gives charity 
goes to hell and the one who accepts charity goes to 
heaven? O Pandit, aren’t you very clever! You are advising 
others against meat eating while you know nothing about it! 
O, Pandit you don’t know how flesh is produced! Water is 
the source of life. It is water that produces grains, sugarcane, 
cotton and all forms of life. Water is beneficial to life in 
many ways as it produces many kinds of food for the 
sustenance of life. One becomes real ‘ascetic’ by discarding 
ardent desire for worldly pleasure,” says Nanak after great 
deliberation. 
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“Similarly, in the preceding shabad Guru Nanak emphasizes 
the role of flesh in the creation, maintenance, sustenance and 
perpetuation of life. First of all one is conceived in flesh 
(womb) from father and mother’s elements that are produced 
from their flesh and then it is nurtured in flesh until it 
develops into a mature fetus made up of flesh and bones 
wrapped in skin and with a fleshy tongue in mouth. After 
birth one seeks nourishment through mother’s breast which is 
also made of flesh. Its mouth, tongue and lungs for breathing 
are also of flesh. When one grows up and marries, he brings 
home wife who is also made of flesh. From this flesh are 
produced children who are also of flesh and all relations are 
produced from flesh. When one meets the true Guru, then 
one understands the Divine Law and realizes the true goal of 
life. Self-centered efforts do not bring about salvation and 
discussions about meat are useless,” says Nanak. 

AGGS, M, 1, p 1289. 


Bhai Randhir Singh’s interpretation of these two shabads 
(stanzas) is repugnant. “If the above mentioned hymns allow 
the eating of meat, then we have to eat all kinds of meat, for 
instance - filthy blood, semen, menstruation, uterus, vagina, 
fetus, (bones, skin, body and flesh) of the fetus, woman’s 
breasts, nose, lips, the whole mouth including teeth, tongue 
and palate. This means we have to eat our wives, our children 
and relatives.” 


Guru Angad Dev has emphasized Guru Nanak’s council 
about meat in the following verses. 
ae Hf As Sfirfenas fser at dat efei 
Hor a uirerg aba uret Sg adfei AGGS, M, 2, p 955: 
Who created life in water also provides the sustenance for it. 
There, one form of life depends on another form of life as 
food. 


Moreover, Guru Nanak has warned against extravagant life 
style and idle pursuits that alienate one from God. Instead, he 
has urged modest living, which is essential for spiritual life. 
Additionally, Guru Nanak has advised against the 
consumption of any food or substance, which has deleterious 
effects on the mental and physical health. This includes 
intoxicants — alcohol, drugs and smoking. Aad Guru Granth 
Sahib does not advocate preference for vegetarian or non- 
vegetarian diet. 
wat dg wer At arg 
fag wd 39 ulatht ue ufo veto fears 

Dear Sir, the diet which is injurious to the body and mind 
should be avoided. AGGS, M, 1, p 16. 


A Sikh who ignores Guru’s advice and preaches against it is 
a Bemukh. There is Guru’s warning to such a Sikh. 
fas ag dfn ore A Se eo feast 
f35 at su ae 5 G3d fos ger ge Gard I 
Ser a orfimr & a Ae Jes Jefe HITT II 


Those who slander their Guru cry in pain. They never find 
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contentment and always complain of deprivation. No body trusts 
them and they always suffer from mental anguish. 
AGGS, M 4, p 308. 


A Sikh imbibes Guru’s teachings and lives by them. 
fret faker ae <tots iaedt acth wwe uts I 
One who learns the lesson of Guru’s thoughts, crosses the 
(ocean of worldly temptations) with God’s grace. 
AGGS, M 1, p 465. 


One of Bhai Randhir Singh’s very devout followers, 
Professor Uday Singh, while criticizing Kala Afghana in the 
April 2002 issue of the Sikh Bulletin, compared Bhai 
Randhir Singh to Bhai Gurdas and Bhai Nand Lal. And in 
his zeal he went on to say that Bhai Randhir Singh was God 
(gan fomrat Hs fae at Ags"). This aroused my curiosity 


about Bhai Randhir Singh and I wanted to find out the real 
Bhai Randhir Singh. What could be a better source than 
Bhai Randhir Singh’s own writings? So here are some 
highlights from his books Jail Chithian *, Rangle Sajan * 
and Jiwan Chritar Bhai Sahib Randhir Singh.” Readers can 
draw their own conclusions whether Bahi Randhir Singh 
was a Sikh or a Brahman or a Hindu sadhu (holyman) in the 
garb of an Amritdhari Sikh. 


After reading Bhai Randhir Singh’s books it is not difficult 
for me to conclude that the sadhu left a very deep 
impression on his psyche. Because his books are filled with 
stories and anecdotes based on miracles, supernatural- 
powers, ghosts, goblins, spirits of the dead, telepathy, 
superstition, ignorance and illogical beliefs. In spite of his 
baptism of Amrit, countless nightlong Gurbani recitals and 
Akhand Paths (continuous reading of Aad Guru Granth 
Sahib), he remained a very superstitious man all his life as 
demonstrated by the following incidences: 


Jail Chithian, 1992. 

Page 4-11: Bhai Randhir Singh was a college student in 
Lahore, when he had an encounter with a Hindu sadhu (holy 
man), who according to Bhai Randhir Singh possessed 
supernatural powers. He was so much impressed by him that 
he spent some time running after him. One day he saw that 
sadhu smoking a pipe, which disappointed him and he lost 
interest in the sadhu. However, he felt guilty and was 
miserable for some time. Several days later, while entering 
Sahid Ganj Gurdwara he had a vision of an old Sikh with a 
flowing white beard. The old man said to him, “Since you 
have lost your fondness for that smoker, now you have 
Guru’s blessing” and then the old man disappeared. 


Page 51: Bhai Randhir Singh went to a Gurdwara to pay 
homage and receive Guru’s blessing. There was no one else 
in the Gurdwara except him. He prostrated before Guru 
Granth Sahib with great humility and devotion. He was 
astonished beyond belief what he saw when he got up. The 


K. T. F. of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 11 


The Sikh Bulletin 


chaur (flywhisk) was moving on its own back and forth over 
AGGS. 


Page 73: He did not go to work for several days without 
taking a leave of absence as he was busy attending Gurbani 
recitals and other programs in a local Gurdwara. He was 
hesitant to go back to work, as he was afraid that his 
superiors would ask for an explanation for his absence from 
work. However, he mustered some courage and reported for 
work. He was surprised when no body asked him anything 
about his absence. He was in for a bigger surprise when he 
went in to mark his attendance in the register. He could not 
believe his eyes that he was signed in for all those days he 
was absent from work. I have heard similar stories about sant 
(saint) Atar Singh. 


Page 163: Uday Singh has also mentioned this anecdote in 
his letter. Bhai Hira Singh, another inmate in the jail, told 
Bahi Randhir Singh that he has a formula for converting 
copper into gold. They converted one tola of copper into gold 
and to confirm the validity of the experiment, they sent that 
gold out for testing. The man who tested that gold confirmed 
that it was 100 % gold. This is utter nonsense. Ask any 
chemist or physicist whether such a transformation is 
possible under ordinary conditions! 


Rangle Sajan, 1993. 

Page 73: Basant Singh’s friend told this story to Bhai 
Randhir Singh. A Sikh was meditating in a tranquil place 
near river Jehlum in the Kahmir valley. When the Sikh was 
enjoying inner peace, a lion appeared before him and roared 
loudly. The Sikh was so scared that he started reciting the 
shabad, which starts with the verse J@fade JH TH ag 


AGGS, P 819. All of a sudden an iron wall was erected 
around him. Since the lion could not come inside, he felt safe 
and went back to meditation. Few moments later, Guru 
Hargobind Sahib appeared before him and showed him a big 
treasure of diamonds and other precious stones buried there. 
This is how Bhai Randhir Singh used to interpret Gurbani 
and treat Sikh Gurus. 


Page 78: Bhai Atma singh, a mutual friend of Bhai Randhir 
Singh and Bhai Joginder Singh of Patiala, was visiting Bhai 
Joginder Singh. One day while eating his meals Bhai Atama 
Singh went into trance. He stopped picking food from his 
plate, although his jaws were still moving as if he was 
chewing food. Bhai Joginder Singh was nonplussed to see 
this bizarre behavior of Bhai Atma Singh. He asked his wife, 
“What is the matter with Bhai Atma Singh.” “Nothing 
unusual, Bhai Randhir Singh is feeding Bhai Atma Singh 
from Narangwal,” she answered. According to the book, Bhai 
Randhir Singh, who was also having his meals at the same 
time, stopped putting food in his mouth but continued 
picking food and the food was disappearing. Bhai Randhir 
Singh’s mother who was watching him asked his wife, “What 
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is happening here.” “Nothing unusual, he is feeding Bhai 
Atma Singh, who is visiting Bhai Joginder Singh in 
Patiala.” 


Bhai Randhir Singh and some of his close friends (Rangle 
Sajan) and relatives were as nutty as he was. They all 
believed in ghosts (83"), supernatural powers, miracles, 


telepathy and austerities (AU 3u). For example, Randhir 
Singh’s cousin sister (HH &t Th) performed austerities for 12 
years in an underground apartment (8@) (Jiwan Chritar 


Bhai Sahib Randhir Singh, p 105). His friends used to recite 
or listen to Gurbani while standing on one leg for hours 
(Rangle Sajan, p 81). He and his friends also used to read or 
listen to Gurbani recital sitting in one posture for a long 
time. He was a firm believer in the supernatural power of 
iron rosary. For example, he wrote, “When I tell beads, the 
touch of iron beads with my finger tips creates a unique 
sensation in my body and connects me to the Supreme 
Power (Jail Chithian, p 58).” Similarly, his friend Bhai 
Nirbhai Singh told him, “When you touched my forehead 
with your iron rosary my mind was opened (Ad AUS Ys 


we) (Rangle Sajan, p 39).” 


He believed in ghosts and goblins and haunted places. For 
example, according to him there is a haunted pond (#8) 


near his village. He claimed, “People have heard frightening 
voices and noises around the pond at night. That is why 
people don’t go there at night. However, he and his friend 
Sarwan Singh found this place to be tranquil for focussing 
their minds on Gurbani. His friend also saw the rider of the 
blue steed, Guru Gobind Singh, there quite frequently. 
Several other people in the village had also seen Guru 
Gobind Singh near that pond (Jiwan Chritar Bhai Sahib 
Randhir Singh, Page 51).” 


This shows that either Bhai Randhir Singh ignores the 
teaching of Gurbani or he does not understand what the 
Gurbani says. 


Page 82: Sri Maan Sant Bhai Hira Singh was sitting in 
attendance of Guru Granth Sahib. All of a sudden he 
levitated and touched the ceiling of the room. 


Page 164: Bhai Sarwan Singh was practicing the so-called 
“GHe wg AT WSs technique”. Bhai Randhir Singh used 


to play this trick on his friends and the audience to impress 
them with his spiritual achievement. However, Sarwan 
Singh deprived his brain of oxygen supply too long and 
became unconscious. Later on when he recovered some 
consciousness, his talk did not make any sense. So his 
relatives and friends thought that he had gone mad. For the 
sake of safety, they chained him to a pillar. He developed a 
very high fever of 106°. He kept calm and did not panic. 
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When he regained more consciousness, he started singing the 
shabad “fau afeut & aaa fea sfeut su ot (nirp kaniya 
kae karnai ik bhaya bhaekhdhari), AGSS, p 858” and 
focussed his attention on Guru Gobind Singh. He kept 
repeating the last line “W@Ae BA Th SI (ausar lajai raakh 


Jehu)” louder and louder. All of a sudden Guru Gobind Singh 
rushed to him on his horse running over the roofs of homes. 
People heard the sound made by the hoofs of a running horse 
over their roofs. Some of the roofs were destroyed in the 
process. However, Sarwan Singh’s fever was gone. 


Bhai Randgir Singh preached this type of religion. This is 
another example, which shows that he had no regard for 
Gurbani or the Gurus. 


Page 181: This incidence shows how Bhai Randhir Singh 
and his followers used to brainwash their children. Bhai 
Joginder Singh and his family came to Narangwal to attend 
Bhai Randhir Singh’s daughter’s wedding. Bhai Joginder 
Singh was very much impressed with the young man, who 
was reading Aad Guru Granth Sahib. And he said to Bhai 
Randhir Singh, “I wish that a young man like him could be 
found as a match for his own daughter.” “He is the only one 
like him,” answered Bhai Randhir Singh. They decided to 
marry Bhai Joginder Singh’s daughter to that young man 
right after the wedding ceremony of Bhai Randhir Singh’s 
daughter. However, Bhai Randhir Singh suggested, “Let your 
daughter first see this young man.” Bhai Randhir Singh’s 
wife brought the young lady down to see the young man and 
asked her, “My dear, do you want to marry that club-footed 
young man?” “Dear auntie, you know the story of Bibi Rajni 
who was married to a cripple by her father. This young man 
is only club-footed. I would gladly accept any match selected 
for me by my father and uncle, Randhir Singh,” answered the 
young lady. The story of Bibi Rajni is a myth and it is a total 
contradiction of Gurbani. 


When Bhai Randhir Singh was born, his grand father got his 
horoscope (@3et A" Se") prepared by a Brahman. Whatever 


Bhai Randhir Singh accomplished and whatever happened to 
him in his life was predicted in that horoscope (Jiwan Chritar 
Bhai Sahib Randhir Singh, p 18). After reading such stories 
I wonder whether a hallucinating mind or a con artist 
wrote these books. 


Let me end the discussion about Bhai Randhir Singh by 
revealing the following information. According to his 
writings the government confiscated his property when he 
was convicted for anti-government activities. So when he 
was released from Jail in 1930, he was penniless. However, 
from 1936 onwards he and his family used to spend six 
months of the hot weather in Shimla hills and Kashmir 
(Jiwan Chritar Bhai Sahib Randhir Singh, p 108). Were the 
offerings sufficient to maintain this life style for him and his 
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family or there was some invisible helping hand? 
Aad Guru Granth Sahib condemns hypocrisy and warns 
against impostors. 
aA AS 3 3 Ushr fad ufefs sa Il 
oat fragt UH Be ate fewer i 
6fe ofa & HS 5 omdinifs wath & oat II 


Those who wear - three and half yards lion cloths, three tier 
sacred threads, rosaries around their necks and carry 
sparkling clean water-jugs in their hands — are not saints - 
but thugs of Banaras. AGGS, Kabir, p 476. 


Reference. 
1. Kala Afghana, G. S. Maas Maas Kar Moorakh Jhagre (Punjabi), 
Amritsar, 1996. 
2. Singh, B. R. Tat Gurmat Nirnai (Punjabi), 1991, 104-105. 
3. Singh, B. R. Jail Chithian (Punjabi), gh reprint, Ludhiana, 1992. 
4. Singh, B., R. Rangle Sajan (Punjabi), gn reprint, Jullandhar, 1993. 
5. Singh, B. R. Jiwan Chritar Bahi Sahib Randhir Singh (Punjabi), 
4" reprint, 1990. 
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WHO IS KALA AFGHANA? 
Kirpal Singh, USA. 
[In answer to a question by Jagjit singh <harjagjeet@yahoo.com> on the 
Internet. Ed.] 


In a nutshell, the 85 years young, S. Gurbakhsh Singh Kala 

Afghana is a Canada based Sikh Scholar who has authored a 

set of Ten books titled “Bipran Kee Reet Ton Sach Daa 

Marag”, that has disturbed the sleep of all those Sikhs, Sikh 

leaders, and cult Masters who practice, advocate, or promote 

“Bipran Kee Reet” (Brahmanwaad) as an integral part of the 

Sikh Way of life. The main thesis of S. Kala Afghana’s 

writings is as under: 

1. “Sri Guru Granth Sahib” is the ONE and the ONLY 
ONE Gutu of the Sikhs. 

2. Therefore, besides Sri Guru Granth Sahib there is no 
other Guru of the Sikhs. 

3. No other piece of literature, no matter whose name it 
carries as authorship, can be considered as a co-equal of 
Sri Guru Granth Sahib (SGGS). 

4. Therefore, even a Granth like the Bachittar-Natak- 
Granth that is (also known by the Thug name of 
“Dasam Granth” and is) claimed by many to be a 
writing of the Tenth Master, cannot be considered as a 
co-equal of SGGS. 

5. Any practice, ritual, or thought; before it is allowed to 
become a part of the Sikh Way of life should be looked 
into on the Touch Stone of Gurubani, the teachings of 
SGGS. If it is in tune with SGGS it should be accepted, 
and if it is not it should be thrown out, no matter how 
dear it has become to us. 

6. With the infiltration of herds of Sadhs, Sants, Taksals, 
and Derawalla cults into the Sikh faith, most of the Sikh 
literature (besides SGGS), practices, rituals and 
thoughts have been adulterated by the Brahamnical 
thoughts; and as a result, Sikhism, as practiced today 
has gotten reduced to be nothing different from the 
“Bipran Kee Reet’, the Ways of the Ritualistic Priests. 
Therefore, the need of the hour is to re-examine our 
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path to weed out all the “Bipran Kee Reet’ that has 
creped in and to get back to the progressive “Sach Daa 
Marag” that the Guru Sahiban intended the Sikhs to 
follow. 

7. The way to weed out the “Bipran Kee Reet” from the 
Sikh practices, and to find the “Sach Daa Marag” is to go 
back to SGGS; and throw everything out that is not in 
tune with SGGS. 


For such a quest, the biggest tool that S. Kala Afghana has 
provided is the technique with which such a litmus Test can 
be performed. He has asked us to become honest to ourselves 
in our line of inquiry. He suggests that while performing the 
Test, we should take the complete context of the whole 
Shabad into consideration, and not to hang on to some out-of- 
the-context meaning of some partial line or statement to favor 
our selfish preconceived notions. He has practiced this rule 
throughout his writings, and has shown as to how to do it? 


The problem is that majority of the Sikhs, Sikh leadership, 
and the Cult Masters have become very comfortable and 
addicted to their ways of “Bipran Kee Reet”, and nobody 
wants to see their apple cart disturbed. However, for their 
misfortune, and good fortune of Sikhi that is precisely what 
S. Kala Afghana has done. He has disturbed the night sleep 
of all those who are clinging to the “Bipran Kee Reet” with 
such a ferocity that they can let the “Sikh Way of life” to go 
to the dogs, but will never let their embrace with the “Bipran 
Kee Reet” go. Thus in this state of Tug of War between the 
forces of Progress and Status Quo, it is fair to say that S. 
Kala Afghana is the biggest eternal dagger in the side of 
those who, either practice, advocate, or promote “Bipran Kee 
Reet” (Brahmanwaad) as a part of the Sikh Way of life. 
Therefore, their pain and cries are very understandable. 


Yes, S. Kala Afghana has been excommunicated by the so- 
called high (although as per Gurmat there is nobody high or 
low in Sikhi) priests lead by their leader Bhai Joginder Singh 
Jee Vedanti. For public consumption, the official concocted 
case consisted of six, out-of—the-context lines taken from 
more than 3000 pages of S. Kala Afghana’s writings; 
however the real reason was a personal vendetta of Bhai 
Vedanti Jee with S. Kala Afghana. The Vendetta had risen 
from Bhai Vedanti Jee’s book titled “Gur Bilas Patshahi 6”. 
This is a book that has been edited by Bhai Vedanti Jee, and 
exposed by S. Kala Afghana as the root cause of the majority 
of “Bipran Kee Reet” that is prevalent in the Sikh world. 
Along with Bhai Joginder Singh Jee Vedanti Dr. Amarjeet 
Singh Jee, Principal Shaheed Missionary College, is the co- 
editor of this book. Also, this book has been endorsed by 12 
“who is who” of the Sikhs namely; Jathedars Bhai Ranjit 
Singh Jee, S. Gurcharan Singh Jee Tohra, Bhai Manjit Singh 
Jee, Bhai Kewal Singh Jee, S. Sukhdev Jee Bhaur, S. Manjit 
Singh Jee Culcutta, Sant Singh Jee Maskeen, Giani Jaswant 
Singh Jee, S. Dalip Singh Jee Maloo-Nangal, Joginder Singh 
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Jee Talwara, Narinder Singh Jee Soch, and Giani Balwant 
Singh Jee. 


Furthermore, as exposed by S. Kala Afghana, this book 
depicts; ... Lord Vishnu as the real owner of the Harmandar 
Sahib, therefore, as per his instruction it has been named 
“Har+Mandir’” after Lord Vishnu’s other name of “Har”. 
Next, Guru Arjan Sahib is depicted getting embraced by the 
Four-armed Lord Vishnu; then, working under his 
commands and never entering Darbar Sahib in his life; 
staying in Kotha Sahib outside the Gurdwara Sahib 
parameter etc. Baba Budhaa Jee is depicted committing a 
blasphemy of misreading from Pothi Sahib while taking the 
first Vaak; Guru Hargobind Sahib getting born as a Chatar- 
bhuj (a four armed baby) as an incarnation of lord Vishnu 
wearing a yellow robe and a Topee; Mata Ganga Jee singing 
praises of Lord Vishnu; Baba Gurdittta Jee getting born as 
an incarnation of Guru Nanak with wrinkled skin and white 
beard etc. etc. and the list of such cock and bull stories goes 
on and on and on. 


And thus, this is the “Cock and Bull” of “Bipran Kee Reet” 
that Bhai Vedanti Jee along with all the above listed “who is 
who” of the Sikh leadership wanted the Sikhs to embrace; 
and S. Kala Afghana single-handedly exposed and 
challenged them all. Now knowing the criminal mental 
buildup of the present day Sikh leadership, nobody could or 
should expect such a huge challenge to go unanswered; as a 
result S. Kala Afghana to escape punishment for such an 
infringement is dangerous for the establishment and that is 
what has resulted in his ex-communication. 


Thus was executed a “Sach Noo Fansee” by the so-called 
high-priests (the Mullas of the Sikhs) in the name of Akal 
Takhat, disgracing the sacred Sikh institution and 
demolishing it to the ground while the Sikh leadership 
watched in silence letting the Akal Takhat fall. Veer Jee, 
that is the answer to your question as to ‘Who is Kala 
Afghana?’ and why so many progressive minded Sikhs love 


him and the Bipar minded Sikhs hate him. 
ek okakek 


THE AMERICAN SCENE: 


PROFILED WITH PRIDE 
I Am Not a Muslim, But I Am Honored To Be Mistaken For One! 
Islamic Horizons Magazine September/October 2006 

By Fateh Singh-Tarney 

my Jam a person very proud of his 
Western heritage and 
Mediterranean ancestry. I served 
in the United States Marine Corps 
in a combat role in Vietnam. I 
came back from Vietnam a quite 
demoralized veteran with moderate 
post-traumatic stress and rejoined 
a society in great flux: the anti-war 
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movement; civil rights movement; the student movement; 
hippies and flower children. Despite personal and social 
turmoil in the late 1960s and early 70s, I got some college 
degrees and taught history and social science for the past 
thirty years. 


My long-standing curiosity about Eastern philosophies and 
religions developed a deep interest in the Sikh religion that 
originated in northern India about 500 years ago. I was 
attracted to the Sikhs’ reputation for brave resistance to 
injustice and oppression. I also liked the core values of the 
Sikhs: belief in one universal God; respect for all religions; 
honest work; full equality between men and women; 
community service to all mankind. 


When I first told my mother of my conversion to an Asian 
religion, it dawned on me that I was saying something quite 
ridiculous. All, not just some or even most, of the major 
religions of the world began in Asia. Is this a coincidence or 
is it something more? Iam not sure. In the world: Hinduism, 
Judaism, Buddhism, Jainism, Zoroastrianism (the religion of 
the Parsi people of India), Confucianism, Taoism, Shinto, 
Christianity, Islam, Sikhism, and the Bahai faith — all began 
in Asia. Christianity, of course, Europeanized rapidly as it 
spread from the Hebrews to the Greco-Roman world. We 
should not forget, however, that God existed before any of 
these religions came into existence. 


After having considered myself a Sikh for the last 15 years, it 
was just two weeks before 9-11-2001 that I decided to be a 
more “complete” Sikh by not cutting my hair and by wearing 
a turban. The timing could have been better! The post-9-11 
prejudice against anyone with a Middle Eastern appearance 
affected me greatly and immediately. People, especially men, 
with any sort of “Middle Eastern” look, became targets of 
American anger and frustration. 


A Sikh, a cousin of a very dear friend, was murdered in cold 
blood in Arizona days after 9-11. He was neither a Muslim 
nor an Arab. Wherever I went -- restaurants, shopping malls, 
city parks, and even college campuses (the so-called bastions 
of liberalism), I would hear things like “Hey, Osama!”, 
“Down with the Taliban!” and “Go back to Arabia!” 1 
happen to have been born in New York City. At my part- 
time job in a bookstore, I was called Gunga Din and Swami 
by customers. 


Should one ignore these verbal barbs, or try to educate the 
perpetrators? But where does one begin to educate given the 
narrow-mindedness of many Americans about cultures other 
than their own? Whether I ignored the verbal attacks, or tried 
to explain that I am not a Muslim, I regretted it afterwards. 
Nothing seemed adequate. Thank God, I have never been 
physically abused or assaulted by anyone, but this may 
simply be a matter of time and luck. 
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As these verbal assaults were happening, the President 
and his advisors were trying to convince the entire world 
that America has the best interests of Muslims at heart. 
We would bring democracy to Iraq and Afghanistan, but we 
would also respect Islam and other cultural traditions of the 
East. There is a clear disconnect between our rhetoric 


and the reality of our actions. 


Many Sikhs, myself included, have great respect and 
admiration for Islam. Call me a terrorist and you insult me 
— call me a Muslim and you honor me! The closest friend of 
our first Guru, Nanak Dev Ji (1469-1539 CE), was Bhai 
Mardana (1459-1534 CE) — a Muslim minstrel. One of the 
closest friends and associates of the fifth Sikh Guru, Arjan 
Dev Ji (1581-1606 CE), was Mir Mohammed Muayyinul 
Islam (1550-1635 CE), popularly known as Mian Mir, a 
famous Muslim Sufi saint who resided in Lahore in present 
day Pakistan. Not only did Mian Mir lay the foundation 
stone for the most significant Sikh house of worship, known 
commonly as the Golden Temple, but he also used his 
knowledge of the Qur’an to help organize the Sikh holy text, 
the Adi Granth. In our holy book, we use many different 
names for God, including about a dozen of Islamic origin, 
including Allah. 


Several Muslim intellectuals and clerics have made the very 
good point that Germany, France, and the U.S., for example, 
have more in common than do Indonesia, Saudi Arabia, and 
Morocco. Yet, we do not refer to the former as parts of the 
Christian world, but we do refer to the latter as parts of the 
Islamic world. A parallel blindness exists in terms of 
generalizations about India. There is no country more 
racially, ethnically, and religiously diverse than India. An 
appreciation of this reality is in the best interest of the Sikh 
minority there and elsewhere. 


Again, we are neither Muslims nor Hindus, but we respect 
Islam and Hinduism. Although Sikhs are closely associated 
with the Indian armed forces, a young Sikh was recently 
commissioned an officer in the Pakistani Army. 


America’s strength comes from its tolerance and diversity. 
The great danger to our democracy and our way of life is an 
ethnocentrism that denigrates non-Western traditions. This 
prejudice, of course, predates 9/11. Many Americans can 
neither see nor understand the gulf between our country’s 
noble principles and the reality of the appalling behavior 
toward Middle-Eastern-looking people in the post-9/11 era. 
Thank God, however, many Americans are genuinely 
friendly and go out of their way to make one feel 
comfortable despite one’s religious appearance. Yes, there 
are Americans who take the First Amendment provision for 
freedom of religious expression seriously. 

In high school, I read John Howard Griffin’s book “Black 
like Me” (Signet; 35" anniv. Ed., 1996), the white reporter’s 
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experiences traveling in the Deep South during segregation. 
Griffin, who had his skin darkened to look like a black man, 
became a direct victim of racial hostility. I never thought 
that almost 50 years later, I would tell a similar story. In a 
fore-word of the recent Griffin Estate Edition of this book, 
Studs Terkel wrote, “Regardless of how much progress has 
been made in eliminating outright racism from American life, 
‘Black Like Me’ endures as a great human — and 
humanitarian — document. In our era, when ‘international’ 
terrorism is most often defined in terms of a single ethnic 
designation and a single religion, we need to be reminded 
that America has been blinded by fear and racial intolerance 
before.” 


Sikhism has taught me that of all the virtues, three are most 
important: love, humility, and forgiveness. The greatest of 
these is forgiveness, which is also the most difficult to put 
into practice. I am a work in progress. I shall never forget 
that it was American freedom that enabled me to explore 
Eastern ideas in the first place. This is why this remains my 
country and why I still think it is great. However, like me, it 


is also a work in progress. [Submitted by Jagpal S. Tiwana, Canada] 
sek ok kok 


AMRIT & PAHUL 
Jarnail Singh [jsarshi@ gmail.com], Malaysia 
The entire controversy on this issue is due to the wrong 
terminology used (misused on purpose). It is more than 
amply clear what Gurbani means Amrit. Yet Sikhs have 
renamed the khande baate dee pahul - which is nothing more 
than an Initiation ceremony only as ‘Amrit’ and called this 
pahul ceremony ‘Amrit sanchaar’ etc. No where in Sikh 
historical traditions is this ceremony other than pahul. 
Obviously expanding on this pseudo ‘Amrit’ concept, the 
babas and = mahapurashs (actually bhaddar _purashs) 
introduced ‘Amrit’ of all types: water in bottles under SGGS, 
water in pots before SGGS, plain river water flowing around 
in the sarovars of Gurdwaras, Amrit in wells of Dubai, 
bottled Amrit of Maan Singh Pehowa, and water in wells in 


Old style 









The new style: Pehowa Wala Amrit 
(if you can afford it) o, 


owA WALA AMR), 


e 
) 


compounds of certain Gurdwaras even in Malaysia is being 
expounded as ‘Amrit’ and shardhaloos take back bottles full. 
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The pseudo Amrit bandwagon is on the roll. Soon there will 
be mineral water Amrit, plain pipe water Amrit and designer 
Amrit, available of course at a price. 


Expanding further on this Amrit concept certain jathas and 
babas promote the ‘sanctity’ of their jatha Amrit as better 
than the SGPC variety...."our Panj Piaras are more 
rehatvaan, more mahapurash than the missionaries and the 
ordinary granthis. Thus we have AKJ Amrit, Damdami 
Taksaal Amrit, Pehowa Amrit and a thousand others, each 
"COPYRIGHT" and piracy proofed!! 


Expanding further these special types of Amrit being 
copyright of the particular jatha or baba ji, is also subject to 
the conditions set by them: One baba says Amrit can be 
broken just by looking at chicken meat in a restaurant; must 
pesh and retake Amrit; Another jatha says their Amrit can 
be broken if their karra is so heavy that hairs get removed 
from the wrist; must pesh and retake Amrit; Another’s 
Amrit may get broken if one accidentally swallows a 
mosquito/fly while loudly doing Waheguru simran in 
sangat; must pesh and retake Amrit; Yet others must pesh 
after childbirth as the kacherra was removed during child 
birth. Is the Amrit of Gurbani that weak? To sidetrack us 
away from SGGS and Gurbani they try all their best to make 
us stick somehow to the Puranic Brahminical pseudo 
granths like Bachittar Natak Dasam Granth, Sarbloh Granth 
etc so that the pure and pristine Gurbani of SGGS can be 
minimized by all this rawaala and adulteration. 


Expanding further some taksali babas insist that their Amrit 
ensures an Amritdhari Sikh will be reborn for 10,000 
janams as a Sikh. Obviously they don’t believe one Janam 
is enough for mukti, so a figure of 10,000 is the target. What 
is the certainty that a person who failed 9,999 times will be 
successful? This is so obviously anti Gurmat, which 
declares again and again manukha Janam is not baar baar, 
only once; don’t waste this invaluable opportunity. But no 
matter, the Mahapurash has given us 10,000 chances; who 
won’t like to take it? 


See how once we have missed the boat we begin to sink 
deeper and deeper into the quicksand. That is exactly where 
these babas, taksalis, mahapurashs and all their kind would 
like us to stay so that they can milk us. This is why they 
hate people like Kala Afghana so much. He exposes their 
trickery and misinterpretation of Gurbani to the masses as 


no one has ever done before in such plain language. 
Jarnail Singh Gyani 
He 


AUTHORSHIP OF THE SO-CALLED 


DASAMGRANTH, 

[The Statement of Gurtej Singh, S$. Harshinder Singh and Prof. Kulbir 
Singh, regarding the authorship of the so-called dasamgranth, made at 
Chandigarh on August 28, 2006.] 

The so-called ‘dasamgranth’ is a compilation of several 
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books and pornographic literature originating with sakatas. 
(birthi sakat ki aarjaa — say the Guru). The names of authors 
of these books are mentioned in the body of these texts. This 
is according to the medieval Indian tradition which is still in 
vogue. Book comprising the ‘dasamgranth’ have been 
written by many authors and the process continued up to 
1932, when some compositions for inclusion in it were being 
still written. To this collection, some one has added the 
compositions that can pass off as writings of Guru Gobind 
Singh as they are not strictly opposed to the philosophy of 
Guru Granth — the only Sikh scripture. We are certain it is a 
blasphemy to accept this entire book called ‘dasamgranth’ as 
the writing of the incomparable Tenth King. 


In its present form, the book is being deliberately established 
as a rival to the Guru Granth, the living Guru of the Sikhs 
and the common scripture of humankind.This attempt is a 
despicable crime against humanity and must be actively 
resisted by all those who have the good of humankind at 
heart. Ever since we have understood the subject we, like the 
profound theologian Sardar Daljit Singh, have equated the ill- 
intentioned thrusting of its authorship on the Tenth King as a 
striving to place a dirty patch on his immaculate garment. 
This is intolerable to us as Sikhs and as human beings. The 
Tenth Master’s personality is the inspiration for the noblest 
of all ages and climes. It can in no circumstances be 
compromised by attributing the authorship of the 
pornographic and nonsensical, sub-standard stuff to the Guru. 


The additional purpose of the BJP, the master of an 
influential Akali group which appoints the ‘high priests’ is to 
enroll the Sikhs in the hindutava forces by using the authority 
of the ‘dasamgranth’. This will be in the hope of pitting them 
against the Muslims in India and abroad. It will be the 
saddest day in Sikh history when the BJP succeeds in gaining 
the desire uppermost in its mind. One major object of the 
Sikh movement is to promote amity amongst various faiths. 
(sabh ko meet ham apna keena ham sabhna ke saajan) In no 
way should it defy its original ethos based on the direct 
instructions of the Guru and side with any faith in its fight 
against any other. 


Should it be possible to create an atmosphere for free and 
meaningful dialogue on the issue to authorship of the 
‘dasamgranth’, and should we be alive at that time, we will 
contribute to the discussion to the best of our ability. 
Meanwhile we decry the attempt of the ‘high priests’ and the 
low down politicians who control them, to overawe and 
intimidate Guru’s Sikhs who do not agree with them on the 
subject of authorship of the ‘dasamgranth’. We deny that 
according to the cannons of Sikhi, the code of conduct 
prescribed collectively by the Sikhs for themselves, those 
widely advertised as ‘high priests’ have any authority to 
impose their will upon even a single Sikh of the Guru. Giani 
Gurbachan Singh whether he be counted amongst the high 
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priest or the low ones, is telling a blatant lie when he talks 
of parkash of ‘dasamgranth’ at Mukatsar. Gurtej Singh has 
been bowing to the Guru at the darbar since 1952 and has 
never seen or heard of the presence of the dasamgranth 
there, 


We urge all Sikhs who know that Guru Gobind Singh is not 
the author of the ‘Dasam Granth,’ to hold fast to their belief. 
He is ‘the Lord of both the worlds.’ Forsaking him is 
spiritual death for the individual and betrayal of the self. 
Besides, it constitutes the most condemnable disregard for 


Truth. G. Singh 
[This editor is pleased to append his signature to the above statement. ] 


oh ok ok 


REMEMBERING SARAGARHI 

Sikh Regiment To Pay Homage To Martyrs: Times News Network 
Ferozepur: On 
September 12, 1897, 
around 21 Sikh 
soldiers laid down their 
lives on a single day 
during what is known 
as one of the most 
glorious chapters of the 
state's history. 
Hundred and _ nine 
years later, the entire 
Sikh Regiment of 
Indian Army will be 
pooling all their energy 
to sing a requiem to the bravehearts. Saragarhi Memorial 
Gurdwara in Ferozepur Cantonment was built in the 
memory of 21 soldiers of the 36 Sikh Regiment, who were 
martyred in heroic defence of Fort Saragarhi in Waziristan 
while defending it against an attack by 10,000 tribesmen. 
The 36 Regiment was raised at Jalandhar in April 1887 
under the command of Colonel Cook. In January 1887, the 
Regiment was sent to Lokhart of which Saragarhi and 
Gulistan were important posts. On the morning of 
September 12, around 10,000 tribesmen surrounded 
Saragarhi. After taking position within 1,000 yards of the 
fort, they opened fire. Sepoy Gurmukh Singh heliographed 
to his commander Colonel Naughten that their fort had been 
attacked by the enemy. On receiving order from the 
commander, these soldiers continued to return fire. The 
battle continued for seven hours and then the Sikhs fell one 
by one. At around 2 pm, the garrison began to run out of 
ammunition and a request was made to the Colonel for more 
supply. Although no supply was sent, soldiers were told to 
stick to their guns. Even as the tribesmen asked the soldiers 
to surrender, they preferred to die fighting. In the end, leader 
of the regiment Havildar Ishar Singh was left alone. With 
consummate coolness, regardless of the whistle of bullets, 
he continued the heliographic communication with fort 
Lokhard. Ishar Singh took his rifle and placed himself in 
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front of the doorway leading from the room into which the 
enemy had forced their way. He loaded his rifle and kept 
fighting before finally falling to the enemy. Unconquered 
even in death, the Sikh war-cry rang out from his lips across 
the still dawn in defiance of the foe. Then followed silence, 


broken only by the crackling of flames. 
[Submitted by Amandeep Singh, Australia] 
ork ako 


TWO WORLD WARS AND THE SIKHS 
Bhupinder Singh Holland 
Almere, 11 September 2006 
The Netherlands 


=m The forces of British India 
4 | played a major role in both 

_ World Wars. Nearly 
1,700,000 men and women 
of the Commonwealth 
including some 169,700 
from the forces’ of 
undivided British India died 
in the 1914-18 and 1939-45 
Wars. In the first World War, the strength of the British 
Indian Army rose to one million and in the 2nd World War 
with two and half million. During WW-1, it fought in China, 
France and Belgium (Flanders), Mesopotamia against 
Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, Palestine, Gallipoli and in East 
Africa. The Royal Indian Marine whose ships were armed in 
1914 served with the Royal Navy as auxiliary cruisers on 
escort duties and others as river gun boats in the 
Mesopotamia campaign or as coastal minesweepers. The 
Royal Indian Marine was also responsible for the fitting out 
and dispatch of the vessels conveying the expeditionary 
forces sent overseas from British India. There are 15,519 
Burial place (Smaads) of the British Indian soldiers and 
64,963 are commemorated by Memorial thus total of 80,482 
have died in Ist World War (1914-18) according to the 
register of Common Wealth War Grave Commission. But I 
am sure there are many more British Indian casualties whose 
names were never recorded and who are by consequence not 
commemorated. I think this is due to the battle circumstances 
and perhaps poor administration. I give you some examples: 
Mr. Dominiek Dendooven from the Documentary Center of 
In Flanders Fields Museum, Ieper (Belgium) wrote his 
account to me, in view of some historical facts that the 
Documentary Center has preserved regarding the Western 
Front. "The losses of the 57th Wilde’s Rifles and the 129th 
Baluchis were great during the last two days of October 1914 
(during the Ist battle of Ieper). The Wilde’s Rifles lost 300 
out of 750, the Baluchis had 240 men killed, wounded or 
taken as POWs. The Menon Gate in Ieper has the name of 15 
casualties from the 47 Sikh Regiment while alone on 27 
April 1915 (during the 2nd Battle of Ieper) out of 444 men 
348 did not come back. They are nowhere else 
commemorated. Between 24th April and Ist May 1915, the 
Lahore Division had lost 3,889 men, or 30 % of the troops it 
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had employed." In 14 months the Indian Corps had lost 
34,252 men (dead, wounded, ill, or prisoners of war) on the 
Western Front.” Basra Memorial, Iraq has the largest 33,367 
British Indian soldiers Commemoration by Memorial 
followed by Delhi Memorial, India Gate (12,321), Neuve 
Chapelle Memorial, France (5015) Amara (Left Bank) 
Indian War Cemetery, Iraq has the largest Burials (Smaads) 
of British Indian soldiers (5000) followed by Baghdad 
(North Gate) War Cemetery (2513) and Mazargues War 
Cemetery, France (1002) 


In 2nd World War, 
a company of the 
Royal Indian 
Army Service 
Corps was part of 
the British 
Expeditionary 
Force in 1940 
campaign which 
ended in the 
evacuation from 
Sikh soldiers in Monte Cassino, Italy WW-2 
Dunkirk (France). Divisions of British Indian Army fought 
in the Western Desert, in the Middle East, in Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, they fought in Italy and took part in the liberation 
of Greece. But against Japan in the east, British Indian 
Army played its greatest role right through from the reverses 
of 1942 to the final overwhelming victory of 1945. Till 
1945, the Royal Indian Navy was a strong force of 28,000 
officers and men and took part in action in the Red Sea, the 
Indian and Atlantic Oceans, the Bay of Bengal and the 
Mediterranean, also in the combined operation of the coast 
of Sicily and Burma. Their role in transporting the armies 
and essential supplies even to the civilian populations 
cannot be forgotten. 


Royal Indian Air Force played its role from the beginning of 
2nd World War (1939) with one squadron and strength of 
200 officers and men. It had grown by 1945 to strength of 
28,500 and nine squadrons. It saw action throughout the 
Burma campaign. British Indian officers also served in the 
Royal Air Force in Burma, Europe and other theatres. To 
honor 300 years of Khalsa and the sacrifice of Sikh 
soldiers during World Wars, the City of Ieper together 
with the European Sikh Community organized a 
Celebration of Peace on Sunday 4 April 1999 at Cloth 
Hall in Ieper, Belgium. Fit. Lt. Mohinder Singh Pujji, a 
pilot of Royal Air Force who took part in the European 
campaign was honored along with several living soldiers of 
World War II by Governor Paul Brijn of Inflanders 
Province. Fit. Lt. M.S. Pujji has stated, "I was posted to 
No.253 Squadron RAF, flying Hurricane IIB fighters from 
RAF Kenley, which is a couple of miles south of Croydon. 
We were a mixed bunch, with pilots also from Poland, 
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America, Canada and Australia. Equipped with twelve 
machine guns, our hurricanes were extensively flown day and 
night, to intercept German bombers and reconnaissance 
aircraft." There are 12,830 graves (Smaads) of the British 
Indian soldiers and 76,388 are commemorated by Memorial, 
thus total of 89,218 have died in 2nd World War (1939-45). 
Delhi Memorial, India has commemorated 22,838 soldiers 
followed by Rangoon Memorial, Burma (19,661) and 
Singapore Memorial, Singapore (12,100). Taukkyan War 
Cemetery, Burma has graves (Smaads) of 1,819 British 
Indian soldiers followed by Imphal Indian Army War 
Cemetery, India (809) and Kranji War Cemetery, Singapore 
(668). 


Engraved on the graves of Sikh soldiers is [k Oankar Siri 
Waheguru ji Ke Fateh Sanskare Gaye in Gurmukhi. Sepoy 
number, full name, name of the regiment, and date of death 
are all printed in block letters in English. These samadhs of 
the Sikhs can be found across Europe, Middle, South & Far 
East Asia and Africa. They are well maintained, cleaned, and 
decorated by Commonwealth War Grave Commission. 
Similarly, most Hindu soldiers are Gorkhas, and engraved on 
their graves in Sanskrit are the words, Oom Bhagwattee 
Nammo. Rest of the particulars are the same. In the same 
way, our Muslims brothers have the holy words from Qur’an 
written in Urdu on their graves with all the particulars 
mentioned above. India has the largest number of British 
Indian soldiers 49,285 Buried - Cremated and 
Commemorated on Memorials and other countries are: Iraq 
(43848), Burma (22,932), Singapore (13,556), France (8886), 
Egypt (8171), Italy (5773), Iran (3471), Tanzania (1990), and 
Turkey (1742). 


As I said earlier, the actual number is much more than has 
been recorded by Common Wealth War Grave Commission. 
Research is needed by Government of west Punjab (Pakistan) 
and by Government of east Punjab (India) as most of the 
casualties are from united Punjab. Hence the recorded history 
of British Indian soldiers who died in both Wars is: 1st World 
War (1914-1918) = 80,482 2nd World War (1939-1945) = 
89,218 Total: = 169,700. Besides this, more than quarter of a 
million were wounded, ill, or prisoners of war. "In the last 
two world wars 83,005 turban wearing Sikh soldiers were 
killed and 109,045 were wounded. They all died or were 
wounded for the freedom of Britain and the world, and 
during shell fire, with no other protection but the turban, the 
symbol of their faith." (General Sir Frank Messervy K. C. 
SI, K. B. E., C. B., D. S. O.) "The Sikh Regiment in the 
Second World War" Colonel F T Birdwood OBE, Published 
in Great Britain by Jarrold and Sons Ltd., Norwich, Foreword 
by General Sir Frank Messervy K. C. S.I, K. B. E., C. B., D. 
S. 0. 


Most of the People in Punjab do not know that their 
forefathers, the Sikhs have fought gallantry in Europe 
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including Italy in the 2nd World War and played an 
important role for the liberation of Europe and paid heavy 
price for the freedom of mankind along with Allied forces 
as part of the forces of the Commonwealth. The total Allied 
casualties killed, wounded and missing were 312,000; of 
these, 42,000 of the killed belonged to the forces of the 
Commonwealth in Italy. Sikhs, Gurkhas, and Muslims, the 
traditional warriors have a great history in Italy during that 
terrible and painful period of war. It is interesting to note 
that in Italy Sikhs are living in large number (about 90,000) 
next to England in Europe and have established more than 
two dozen Gurdwaras there. 


A tradition has been set up that every year on the November 
11 (Armistice Day 11 November 1918), hundreds of Sikhs 
are coming from throughout Europe to Ieper to take part in 
the Poppy parade and pay homage at Menon Gate, the 
national monument of World War-I in Belgium and at 
Hollebeke where a monument has been built by Belgium 
Government and inaugurated by 'Panj Piare' in memory of 
the Sikh soldiers to mark the celebration of peace on 2,3,4 
of April 1999 dedicated to the 300 years of the birth of the 
Khalsa. Official invitations are being sent to Gurdwaras of 
Belgium, Holland and France every year. Last year a 
delegation of the Sikhs working for the British Police also 
visited this place. Free meal (/anger) is also served on this 
occasion. 


Graves (Samaads) are visited by the families of these 
soldiers from Punjab, Europe, Canada, USA, and Great 
Britain. Since 1999, on May 4, the liberation day of 
Holland, a strong delegation of Sikhs also pays respect in 
Amsterdam at the National Monument of 2nd World War at 
Dam square. 


As you must be aware, in March 2004 a law was passed in 
France that bans conspicuous religious symbols and attire in 
the classroom. Under this law, Sikh schoolchildren are 
banned from wearing the Sikh turban. The same people who 
fought for the freedom of mankind and the world, including 
France have been denied their right of freedom. They all 
died or were wounded for the freedom of Britain and the 
world, and during shell fire, with no other protection but the 
turban, the symbol of their faith. A Sikh's right to wear his 
articles of faith has been challenged in schools, the 
workplace, Prisons and other public places. Sikhs suffer 
increased harassment at airports because they wear the 
Turban. Sikhs can’t have their photos with Turban on the 
Driving license, Identity Card including French Passport. Is 
it not a shame on the part of the French Government? Our 
forefathers did not give their lives that their children should 
suffer. This is a great injustice and Sikhs throughout the 
World, especially in France, are fighting a legal battle. 


On 31 May 2006 Sikhs lobbied MEPs against Turban Ban 
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in France in the EU Parliament and the fact that we cannot 
and will not ever compromise our faith. The Sikhs came 
forward and had helped the Europeans at the time of grave 
crisis of World War I and II and gave their lives in thousands 
and in return we the Sikhs are only asking the free World to 
come forward and give due respect that we deserve and to 
our symbols of faith. Only then the sacrifices of our great 
forefathers, given for the freedom of mankind, will be 


worthwhile. 

How Europe Is Indebted To The Sikhs: The book has 60 Black & White 
pictures of Sikh soldiers and 36 coloured historical pictures and other rare 
documents. Pages are 274 and price is Rs. 250/- Pound 6, US$ 12, Euro 10. 
The book can be obtained from," Singh Brothers, Bazar Mai Sewan, Near 
Golden Temple, Amritsar - 143006. Punjab. India."Tel: 00 91 - 183 - 550739 
or O00  91-183- 545787 Fax: 00 91-183-543965 = Email: 
info @singhbrothers.com or singhb @chello.nl 
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WHY ARE YOU CARRYING A DAGGER? 

Waheguru ji ka khalsa Waheguru ji ki fateh 
In Vancouver, B.C., Canada, the author was asked to speak 
before a social group known as C.R.J. (Committee for Racial 
Justice). The members include representatives of all 
religions, Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Sikhs and other 
faiths. Police officials and public representatives also attend 
it. This gathering is held in turn at the religious place of each 
faith. About a decade ago, in the late eighties, they met in 
the Guru Amar Das Niwas, a wing of the gurdwara at Ross 
Street, Vancouver. 


While sharing special and unique features of the Sikh faith, I 
spoke about my unpleasant experience of being asked a 
wrong question by the local people. Why are you carrying a 
dagger? The audience enjoyed my observations when I 
explained to them why asking this question to a Sikh is 
wrong. The relevant part of my speech is briefly mentioned 
below: 


1. Friends, I hope all of you will agree with me that we are 
not carrying our shirts and pants, but we are wearing them. 
This (showing my Kirpan in the sling), is an article of my 
faith. I wear it, I do not carry it. Further, it is not a dagger, 
but a Kirpan. We know that robbers carry daggers to kill and 
rob people. However, the Sikhs wear Kirpans to protect 
people. 


Wearing of the Kirpan by a Sikh can be explained by an 
analogy to the wearing of a pistol by a policeman. We have 
the police chief with us today (wearing his full uniform, he 
was sitting in the front row, just near the podium). He will 
agree with me that robbers carry pistols to rob people or even 
kill them. On the other hand, policemen use pistols not to kill 
people, but to protect them. Therefore, the policemen are 
required to wear them to perform their duty and as a part of 
their uniform. Sikhs are Sant-Sipahis (holy policemen), hence 
they are required to wear Kirpans as a part of the panj kakaar 
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(5-K) uniform to be reminded of the responsibility of their 
faith to protect people. 


This will help you understand why I feel hurt when 
somebody asks me, “Why are you carrying a dagger?” This 
question sends a very wrong and derogatory message to a 
Sikh. Surely, every police official will feel bad when he 
hears, “He is carrying a pistol to kill people, whereas we pay 
him to protect people.” 


2. The Guru had a very solid reason to coin a new name, 
Kirpan, for this article of the Sikh faith; Kirpan means a 
weapon for doing a favor to the people and protecting their 
honor. The name reflects the mission for which a Sikh 
wears it. A Sikh is to publicly agree under oath before the 
Panj Pyaras for its genuine use before he is allowed to wear 
it. 


On the same analogy, I suggest to the police chief to change 
the name of the pistol to protectil, when it is given to 
policemen for protecting and keeping peace. This new 
name will also reveal the mission of the police. It will 
provide them the psychology of service and motivate them 
for the right use of the equipment. (A white policeman was 
suspended for allegedly shooting an African-Canadian out 
of color bias. This use or misuse of the pistol was in the 
news during those days.) 


There was a smiling response from the audience including 
the police chief. After the meeting, he informally endorsed 
the justification of the wearing of the Kirpan by the Sikhs 
when he said to the President of the gurdwara, Now I know 
that a Sikh does not carry a dagger, but he wears a Kirpan. 


[From “Teaching Sikh Heritage To The Youth: lessons Learnt” by 
Gurbaksh Singh, Published by Sikh Missionary College (Regd.) 1051/14 
Field Ganj, Ludhiana. Dr. Gurbaksh Singh Gill is retired Dean from 
Agricultural University, Ludhiana. Ed.] 
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CITY OF 'KIRPANS' 


Varinder Walia and Neeraj Bagga 
Tribune India August 3, 2006 


City of 'kirpans' 

Symbols of grandeur — in matters military and religious — 
swords are work of art. The holy city of Amritsar is the hub 
of kirpan-making industry. Varinder Walia and Neeraj 
Bagga write about the changed role and manufacturing 
process of kirpans The word sword evokes images of 
legendary figures: English knights, Roman gladiators, 
Japanese ninjas or Viking warriors, besides our own 
‘youdhas'. Since time immemorial civilizations and empires 
across the globe have used sword as insignia. No other 
weapon fascinates people like the sword; often seeing it as 
an object of grandeur. Many swords are breathtaking works 
of art, made by skilled hands of master craftsmen. Swords 
have played a significant role in major civilisation. Even in 
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today's society, swords are used in many important military 
or state ceremonies and functions. The price reflects the 
variety and the workmanship. One can find all types of 
swords; from inexpensive machine-made replicas for as little 
as Rs 35 to hand crafted masterpieces that cost a mind- 
boggling Rs 20 lakh (diamond studded), or more. 


Word origins 

Sword is still a powerful symbol of sovereignty. During the 
17th century, the 'talwar' emerged from among several types 
of sword to become the overwhelming favourite among 
warriors across India. Many consider sword (talwar) to be a 
variant of the Persian 'shamshir' and Turkish 'kilic'. A talwar 
cannot be used in the same way as a 'shamshir' or ‘kilic’. 
However, kirpan literally means 'kirpa' and ‘aan’ (giver of 
grace). It means an act of kindness or a favour; 'aan' means 
honour, respect, and self-respect. Hence ,the word Kirpan has 
the literal meaning of weapon of defence; 'mercy' and 'bless', 
as opposed to the talwar, a weapon of offence. 


Kirpan and Sikhism 

For the followers of the Sikh faith, sword has a different 
connotation. It is one among the five Ks ordained by the 10th 
Sikh master Guru Gobind Singh for every Sikh. One of the 
Ks stands for Kirpan. This must not be construed that 
Sikhism propagates wielding of the sword for power. On the 
contrary, followers of the faith had been asked to wield it 
only against oppression, for the protection of the weak. 
Kirpan is to be used to prevent violence against the 
defenceless when all other means to do so have failed. In 
fact, the kirpan represents the power of the truth to scythe 
through the untruth. A Sikh upon his or her initiation into the 
Khalsa agrees to follow the Sikh Rehat Maryada, the Sikh 
code of conduct that calls to wear a 'gatra' (strapped kirpan) 
that is suspended near the waist. A baptised Sikh, better 
known as a 'sant-sepahi' - a 'saint-soldier': a saint first and 
then a soldier. The kirpan is always kept sheathed, except 
when it is withdrawn from its casing on such occasions as 
blessing of the 'karah parsad', the ceremonial sweet pudding 
during religious ceremonies. Sikhs often oppose the labelling 
of the kirpan as a weapon. Traditionally, a Sikh should never 
use the kirpan in anger or for a malicious attack. However, 
they have used it in self-defence or to protect a person in 
need. Some Sikhs choose to learn the art of 'gatka' (martial 
art), devised during the Guru period that uses circular 
movements to effectively swing a kirpan. The practice of 
Sikhs carrying the kirpan as a religious symbol can be traced 
back to the lifetime of the sixth Sikh master, Guru Hargobind 
(1595-1644). Guru Hargobind regularly carried two swords, 
symbolic of a Sikh's spiritual as well as temporal obligations. 


Business of sword making 

The holy city of Amritsar, is not only the hub of Sikhism but 
also of sword-making; that find their way across the country, 
besides distant lands. With annual turnover of about Rs 50 
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crore, the cottage industry of kirpan and other traditional 
sharp-edged weapons in the city caters to the needs of the 
domestic as well as the foreign markets. About a dozen big 
houses and scores of small units are involved in 
manufacturing and trading of swords and other traditional 
arms, including dagger, 'gupti' (a type of hidden sharp-edged 
weapon in a small stick), 'khukri’, 'khanda’ (double-edged 
straight sword), 'tega', samurai and many more. 

These conventional weapons are prepared in various cities 
across the country for religious and customary purposes but 
Amritsar is famous for the superior quality of the products. 
Advancement of technology has changed the age-old art of 
preparing kirpans. Before the partition, majority of the 
artisans were Muslims. An artisan used to take almost a day 
to prepare a kirpan. However, introduction of ultra-modern 
electronic devices have drastically reduced the inputs of 
labour and time. The household industry has absorbed the 
new-age mantra of professionalism diligently and has 
implemented it in letter and spirit. Parts of sword are made 
by different experts, which increase efficiency. All the big 
units employ about 12 to 15 persons and roughly 10,000 
people are involved in this profession directly or indirectly. 
Each unit produces about 150 kirpans a day, which are 
largely prepared for religious ceremonies. 


Change of roles 

The present-day kirpan in vogue is quite different from the 
earlier ones. The difference is in quality and weight. From 3 
kg of weight, a kirpan now weighs just 600 gm. "Its usage 
has changed from being a vital weapon in battlefield to 
merely performing religious rites and to adorn the walls as a 
showpiece," says Sohan Singh, president, Kirpan 
Association. Apart from the Sikhs, Muslims use it at 
Moharram, Hindus during Durga Puja and worship arms on 
Dussehra and during Ramlila. Near festivals the demand of 
swords soars. People from Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh Kerala, Orissa, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and other parts 
of the country buy a large number of swords from Amritsar. 


Process of manufacture 

Sword fabrication breaks down into roughly three processes: 
forming, heat treating and finishing. Depending on many 
factors such as base materials, location and era, these 
processes might merge, overlap or be dispensed with 
entirely. Thus, a piece of kirpan passes through numerous 
hands before being ready to dispatch for sale. Generally, 
iron and other metal sheets are given to traditional sharp- 
edged weapons makers, who give it the desired shape. 
Subsequently, it goes through grinding, polishing, 
embossing of trademark, nickel-chrome plating and buffing 
for sparkle-like shine. Eventually, various parts of the 
sword, like the grip and sheath, are fitted together and a 
piece of velvet cloth is covered over it to give it an 
impressive look to attract customers. Blacksmiths of Dhapai 
village, on the outskirts of the city, have been involved in 
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the manufacturing of swords and other iron weapons for 
centuries. Jasbir Singh, a blacksmith, does not know when 
his forefathers began sword making. However, he still 
remembers that the art has been passed from one generation 
to the next in his family and others in the neighborhood. For 
raw material, the industry is dependent on Mandi Gobindgarh 
while grips are purchased from Muradabad (UP) and fixed at 
Amritsar. With the increase in number of tourists visiting the 
city, retail business has become lucrative and wholesalers are 
dabbling in it to secure their share in the pie of boom. A 
wholesaler said due to intense competition, margin of profit 
had gone down to few rupees while a retailer could still earn 
Rs 40 to Rs 60 by selling one piece. Being a religious 
symbol, kirpan is free from all type of taxes but the raw 
material comes under the ambit of tax. Iron is taxed at 4 per 
cent while copper and wood are levied 12 per cent tax each. 


Characteristics of a good sword 

The earliest known swords were made from copper, one of 
the most common metals available. Copper swords were very 
soft and dulled quickly. Later on, swords were made from 
bronze. A better sword was developed with the advent of 
iron. Iron ore was easily found in every part of the ancient 
world. Eventually, steel was discovered. The resulting 
mixture of iron and carbon was steel. Now, kirpans are also 
made from gold and silver on order. Sword making, 
historically, has been the work of specialised smiths or 
metalworkers called armorers or swordsmiths. Modern 
armorers and swordsmiths still ply their trade, although to a 
more limited clientele. Swords have been made from 
different materials over the centuries and with a variety of 
tools and techniques. A good sword is more than a piece of 
metal shaped to a long tapered form and fitted with a handle, 
although certainly many swords that are little more than that 
have been used over the millennia. A good sword has to be 
hard enough to hold an edge along a length and at the same 
time it must be strong and flexible enough that it can absorb 
massive shocks at just about any point along its length and 
not crack or break. Finally it should be balanced along its 
length so that it can be easily wielded. 


Hoodwinking buyers 

A large number of locally manufactured kirpans bear the 
mark ‘made at Sarohi’ (Rajasthan). Kamal Sood, a fourth 
generation trader and manufacturer of kirpans, said the 
demand for kirpans was great in Rajasthan and Gujarat. 
However, they liked to possess a sword made at Sarohi, in 
Rajasthan, famous for manufacturing high-quality kirpans. 


eka oko 
AKHAND PAATH ON SALE 
Sawan Singh, USA 
Some months ago, I came across a very unusual 
advertisement. It was from the Manager, Gurdwara Sach 
Khand, Hazur Sahib [Nanded], Maharashtra. In _ this 
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advertisement, rates for Akhand Paath of Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib and Dasam Granth were given. Gurbani lovers were 
advised to send the money per draft in favor of the 
Gurdwara as soon as possible failing which they will have 
to wait for a long time. They were assured that a paper 
containing Hukam Naama [order of the day] will be sent to 
them by post. 


I myself visited the Gurdwara Sach Khand Sahib 25 years 
ago and saw that there was a long row of Palkis having 
Guru Granth Sahibs and 15 Akhand Paaths were in 
progress, in a big hall. Every Pathee [reader] was reading at 
his own pace. Listeners, who were only a few, could hardly 
follow even a word. It seemed that Rahatnama [code of 
conduct] issued by the Shromani Gurdwara Parbhandak 
Committee [S.G.P.C.] which forbids this practice in the 
following words were ignored. ‘The reading must be clear 
and correct. Reading too fast, so that the person listening 
to it cannot follow the contents, amounts to irreverence to 
the scriptures.” 1 found that the Paathees were poorly 
dressed and probably ill fed. Perhaps, they were not paid 
adequately. 


Recently I got a chance to address the congregation in a big 
Gurdwara on the need of understanding Gurbani and lead 
our life according to its teachings. At the end of my speech, 
the Head Granthi of the Gurdwara endorsed my idea by 
narrating his experience in the following words. “A rich 
man met me at a function and he wanted me to hold six 
Akhand Paaths in the Gurdwara on his behalf. He promised 
to pay whatever the going rate. I arranged and started the 
Paaths as he expressed his in- ability to attend on the day of 
starting the Paath. On the twelfth day when the last Akhand 
Paath was to be completed, I called him on the phone and 
informed him that he should join the Ardaas and make 
payments. He sent the money and expressed his inability to 
come personally.” 


On the four hundredth anniversary of the installation of the 
Adi Granth in Harmander Sahib, I visited a big Gurdwara 
where 101 Akhand Paaths were held such that the last one 
was to be concluded on that historic day. It was announced 
that it was a golden opportunity for the devotees to deposit a 
certain amount and book an Akhand Paath to wash off sins 
and achieve the Guru’s pleasure. Later, I found that out of 
the 101 participating families hardly any one took part in 
reading or listening to the path. I was wondering what 
benefit these families were going to obtain by arranging 
these Akhand Paaths! 


This practice of Akhand Paaths is prevalent in most of the 
Gurdwaras. Perhaps the management committees of the 
Gurdwaras consider it an easy way to fill coffers of the 
Gurdwaras and devotees also find an easy was to please the 
Gurus. Such is the depth of our blind faith to which we have 
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fallen that we have ignored that Guru Nanak has written:- 
baanee biralo beechaarasee jae ko guramukh hoe. GGS page 935 
Some rare one, if he becomes resigned to the Guru’s will, 
reflects over the Guru’s words 
moorakh sabadh n cheenee soojh boojh neh kaae. GGS page 938 
The fool contemplates not the Naam. He has no understanding 
and comprehension. 


If a family or congregation undertakes the non-stop reading, 
it should carry it out itself through its members, relatives, 
friends etc. If it is not possible for a family to do the non-stop 
reading of Guru Granth Sahib, it should start a Sehaj Paath as 
there is no limit of time for completing it. 


If a person, himself, cannot read, he should listen to the 
reading by some competent reader. However it should never 
be allowed to happen that the reader carries on the reading all 
by himself/ herself and no member of the congregation of the 
family is listening to the reader. Those who cannot read 
Gurmukhi script, the Guru Granth sahib (in parts) in Roman 


script along with its translation in English is available. 
werk ak ok 


SIKHS QUITTING AFGHANISTAN 
by Rajeshree Sisodia in Kabul 

Wednesday 14 June 2006 8:21 AM GMT 

After living in 
Afghanistan for more 
than two centuries, 
economic hardship is 
pushing many in the 
country's dwindling 
Sikh community to 
emigrate to India, their 
spiritual homeland. 
aa : Gurdyal Singh appears 
no different from any other Afghan man, complete with his 
black-as-coal beard and an immaculately tied scarlet turban. 
But the 40-year-old father-of-four chuckles as he clears up 
the mistaken belief that he is a Muslim. "I am Sikh but I think 
of myself as being Afghan," he says as he tends to a Sikh 
temple in the Karta Pawan district of the capital. 





The Guru Nanak Durbar Gurdwara, tucked away in a quiet 
corner of central Kabul for the last 25 years, is one of around 
43 Sikh and Hindu temples in Afghanistan. "We speak [the 
north Indian language] Punjabi at home but we can speak 
[the Afghan languages of] Dari and Pashtun." A caretaker at 
the gurdwara, or temple, Gurdyal is one of a handful of Sikhs 
who has remained after the fall of the Taliban in 2001. 
Afghanistan, he says, is the country of his birth and the home 
where his family has lived for generations. 


Historic ties 
Sikhs have lived in Afghanistan for centuries, with the 
majority originally migrating westwards to the central Asian 
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country from India and what is now Pakistan. A small 
minority of Sikhs were Afghan Muslims who converted, 
according to historians in Kabul. Nilab Rahimi, chief of 
Kabul library, explains that Afghanistan's near-porous 
border with India until the advent of the British Raj helped 
the free flow of people and culture between the two nations. 
"Before, we had lots of Sikhs and Buddhists. We had very 
open contact with India, for centuries. Some [Afghans] 
converted to Sikhism," he told Aljazeera.net. 


Exodus of minorities 

But since 1979, when the Soviets invaded the country to 
support a government allied with Moscow, Sikhs have been 
leaving in large numbers. The exodus increased in 1992, 
when the Soviet-backed government collapsed, and again in 
1996, when the repressive Taliban theocracy ruled the 
country. "Before the Taliban there were around 500,000 
Sikhs in Afghanistan ... now there are few," said Rahimi. 
Minority religions in Afghanistan suffered under Taliban 
tule, as the destruction of the 1,500-year-old statues of 
Buddha in Bamiyan province five years ago showed. With 
Muslims accounting for 99% of the Afghanistan's 30 million 
people, the country's new sharia-based constitution 
recognises Islam as a sacred religion. But Afghan law, 
drafted after the fall of the Taliban, also guarantees freedom 
of religion to the nation's small Sikh, Hindu, Jewish and 
Christian communities. Despite the recent imprisonment of 
Abdur Rahman, an Afghan who converted from Islam to 
Christianity, many religious minorities now experience little 
or no religious persecution in the country. 


The Taliban 

It was a different story under the Taliban, when men in Sikh 
and Hindu communities were forced to wear yellow turbans 
and yellow salwar kameez [long tunic-like shirt and baggy 
trousers] while women were made to wear burgqas. 
Sikh women who did not adhere to this stringent dress code 
were as susceptible to street beatings by Taliban police as 
other Afghan women. But the Taliban, perhaps surprisingly, 
did not close down the Guru Nanak Durbar Gurdwara. Sikh 
Afghan leaders are at a loss to explain why. "The Taliban 
never bothered us. We were always okay. The Taliban did 
not close the gurdwara, they let us be," Gurdyal explains as 
two Muslim women clad in blue burqas enter the gurdwara 
grounds, removing their shoes at the gate, to seek blessings 
to heal their sick children. Gurdyal carefully guides one 
young mother carrying a small boy in her arms. "It is better 
now than it was before [under the Taliban]," Gurdyal says, 
explaining that Sikhs are relieved they no longer have to 
abide by repressive codes. However, while Gurdyal and the 
rest of Afghanistan's Sikh community have endured civil 
war and repressive governments over the years, a new force 
threatens to further reduce their already dwindling 
numbers - economic hardship. 
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Economic instability 

Sikhs who left Afghanistan since the Taliban was deposed by 
a US invasion in 2001 cite economic instability and 
lawlessness - not the threat of communal violence - as 
reasons for their departure. Official figures estimate that the 
country is beleaguered by up to 50% unemployment while 
around 80% of the population is illiterate. The British 
Department for International Development says as many as 
40% of rural Afghans are malnourished. Despite the Afghan 
government and UN agencies making tentative inroads in 
establishing schools and health clinics throughout the 
country's 34 provinces, 70% of Afghans continue to live on 
less than $2 a day. Enormous aid packages promised by the 
international community have failed to materialise for 
ordinary Afghans, with many feeling little effect of the 
billions of dollars earmarked for reconstruction and 
rehabilitation. According to the US Agency for International 
Development (USAID), 70% of Afghans rely on agriculture 
as a means of income, but the country is still reeling from 
particularly harsh drought seasons in the past four years 
leaving many impoverished. 


Vanishing affluence 

Afghanistan's persistent poverty levels, few economic 
prospects and increasing levels of violence by a resurgent 
Taliban have hit the Sikhs, as well as the Muslim majority, 
community hard. Sikhs have always prided themselves as 
influential members of the commercial community in 
Afghanistan, particularly in the clothing and currency 
exchange business. Many shops and general stores were 
owned by Sikhs before the upheaval of the 1990s. Since then 
many have fled to India and the West in search of better 
lives. After the fall of the Taliban, some returned only to find 
their homes, shops and property destroyed by war. With few 
economic prospects and a resurgent Taliban threat, many 
Sikhs chose to leave Afghanistan opting for India, their 
spiritual homeland and where they still have ties. 


Minorities dwindling 

Manjeet Kalra, 48, left Kabul five years ago with husband 
Swaran Singh, 52, daughter Sanya, 16, and son Daman, 15, 
hoping to escape rampant crime, slow economic growth and 
unemployment. But they were forced to return to Afghanistan 
recently after almost four-and-half-years in the West after 
both the British and Dutch governments denied their refugee 
applications. "Afghanistan is no good. I don't want to be here. 
We don't have anything here in Afghanistan," she told 
Aljazeera.net. "I don't think us Sikhs will have a good future 
here in Afghanistan. There are no schools; it's the same 
future Muslims have in Afghanistan," she added. Sikh leaders 
say that no more than 2000 Sikhs currently live in Kabul, 
Ghazni in the east and Jalalabad near the Pakistan border. 
The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) says 88% of 
India's 9700 Afghan refugees are Sikhs and Hindu. Some 
Afghan Sikhs who left Afghanistan in the late 1990s have 
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decided to remain permanently in India and become 
naturalised citizens. Twelve Sikh and Hindu families were 
granted citizenship this year. According to UNHCR, dozens 
of Sikh refugees apply for Indian citizenship every month, 
with the peak reaching 57 applications in February 2006. As 
the Muslim women leave the temple grounds, Gurdyal 
considers whether he would leave Afghanistan for a better 
life elsewhere. "Afghanistan is poorer than India. I have 
never been to India, I would love to go there [but] we don't 
have money”. Courtesy: Aljazeera.net 


oh 2K ok 
frit o was fra Fuseret FHT 


fru osu @ aHisdt tug S fan sgt urs det odier At Sa 
dfeur sdt | Ae 1995 fea AHet andt 3 fens fu ABS 
serfenr Ht, Gn fea fia Haeue J ust Bar Ht fe Cn a 
Ulst va UlSt Bs or aw fiat S ct fom fur at feA FT fers 
A. vosne fry “dai 2 omus 3a 3 Ae fAut 3 Ht 
AYShS otst Hh us aet-unct fet =e zy. vesne fir 
"tat" & AAS fut $ TS Sa yes od air ASE Bat F 
Gat & fita afs & ot gerfeor Are S| wre dot oat fee 
fag os g Ba wre S OT Shim one cst fs BW TI 
frre ert frosted fu, fagt 6 uth so 3 fust fee dent 
ae afy & & gertior aie 5, ufsst ufses Go wmucthat atest 
fee ag qe wives te yor afeor age A mS ome St 
afar age Ae fx moet ag ase fiw dt at ea wet afore 
get & fee At ud des fire Fuseest 28 ag da wfos at 
ufésost Sa T= o Sar ur & Cat chat awint HS ag 

dia rive gor far frastars fret ot Sst farect fee fre oan 
fg oot ae 


wa fed ocud fee act faest fea fhactas fru F Te SA 
wd als ae us TS Sa BS fomr ast odt'! frase as fact 
ae es dt fs Sen als fawn us fhasters frat A et 
Re st ume ogee Hest aes Ad-nfse aT Td Jol frat 
=@ fan = fiu fhnodt won dt ast gost Hee adt ast 7 
frit ow ug-dn thee feu Sct Je vo, Sot a few doa 
Hee ast AT oct TI AHet anet S wus adsi & ane] fed 
frosted firat wet fra] fra Su Toon ct afenr Ti tea St 
afer famr J ms TORN St 

6a udd Te Jo us fan + fie ARE & fER UA fimre atl 
frot fea Ut SoS CHEM cans 3 nds atest FE Ht TI 


ant cet AAs Hse Jo ms ae cu fru At} fA eo Het 
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AHSe Jo ud fEA fee gs 3a St AeSt odtl Aa wT fe 
fefson $ ust® st og afee fw rte ASt-Afs mre F 
AY fas J cHeHt cane w frag odt »rGen fru fefsan fea 
ae dy fiu ato fe at frag o Ga free fine Adtet & Het 
at dtw@e 31 Gre a cHet cans S ufset wa fSsct 
foot niet Ht fa@fe fen Ane 6 As des few ged ag dist 
Ht f@ts Gu nru fis fsa ast frer fedaus & Ae CH eS F 
fA Fuse & ot fesdiews AE HATE J famrl AS Aes fAw F 
ame AS dees fh fen Sit ae ms Cot Ais F awe 
fog Hne tes o ast fis oH & fas asa As Hoe fy 
at S Het ct Ua & fest ug AS aga fAw d feA So uss at 
dist we fer 3 Su 5 A ufus Fa Is anes wet for) Je st 
fen = SH ad seed T TE Jo fAS cans Suge, SH Heug 
goat fe! He 1984 & de toe fed 1986 fea HAHS STS 
Hs SA TS TG S THEHt cans wT oH s fes fom fA 
ne 3 fit Sa goreext asnatst $ eae at us Fae 
urine 31 flare edt Sse fls fe qeven mfye Ht dt gee 
fa far vas Herat fire, sfeeriior fir ae Oa vifysurdt SA 
faG at d= 6 ban fu 80 & une oot dae feo ae RE 
30 fa dies oe fea ft age od fs Fen a ee AS fils 
Aeet (fterenfes fen cent cones es ufys dee ast A 
for At, 3t fea penton & HS TAS fru S wad ae fest fa 
asd yA Be F Road ag fes At fa ween fed UTE 
"yere afer" fae far J "Fa war" fa sot faa fea ARE 
wus wr & ag afse fh At es anit det on act F Rareliod 
ag afse firy ot 3 ofsat ee ga ase feo Ate’ 'feodt at 
four & AA dH T odt WA adie adfe us"! feR Ae ot SA 
ae fia dg ane te od at aifysrs fee fan S ufsst "AS 
ot aest erst Fugen" faa Ate At Us Te fT mus wry & set 
Hat fiw ct Huse oes sa ust 51 Cu A aie 3 fe fA 
HAE 6 et ag dfee fru At} wrue cet afl Ft 








wmue wm S set cfeor fry et Auge afye ag ad fest oT 
us Gu dt afve go fa feo ag afte fru tS ent At, we 
ad fx wet cfr faw at Un fimrfent o fa AS SoanT 
Stott one td SHI Te I sd SS St fan F we odt Ga 
Zt fan ees o so 

"oe" feg wae odt de fest nie | ve fa feo st HET 
cane Ft oT SS mar fos Te Jol fed st wre wry S 
ad soa Af Atos as dd Je we af ofo ve fa wa de 
fu at S ag soa rive at 3 cone eS Ao we feo AA 
geGe wet fo At fint fe yest ut ae Cus sa wes 
nS ag Afve Ht & os ae@s feo fit fee fuss fen ARE 
Hg ast o fea sa fa Sorte oot feu Tt og da Aes He 
feHasS ade BEI aefos Ser SF Sime AS TI 
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TSl aT AS TS Tht F st Te cag fest gag Afoa at 
& 2S chit Ff usso foro Ho, Hots As usu ag fest 
a otd au oet mt fen SF feos Te nidai foro AS USH 
ada HHH ws fest we ssh ust wet frre 
seit fea foarsht ot net wet oer Au fs oe as 
ve fea ag Ae TS AS, dad sa e3g sg a feo AS 
THS AT Td Jol 


eat AA "nds ateset wa Jd feR ARE fee Tare F 
ferg ade o aet ds adt, afoag-stfoag t seo F free 
ts A ag adi ws ot act sie of onlay, at act wal TT 
de foe it S yes Sfeor asa ure wis Sars sae fest 
ens unr 3 wi afde as fe fa Hon ow oot afer Tim 
ve feR Ane ad fie ura ot urea ow Se ? Je st feR AR 
duit Ht act gatet ge adn ge JA AS ud AG AS oe fet 
fg canats Sms wet a eAs F wer du ae aint val 
fie Sa fe wis desst we sdieare 3 si nrg. A. HA. Se 
fest feu Jou & os & Geures AH de AME ataso atsT 
odes & feat & fit wer ur X omer aes 3 fH we dt ASF 
euor fire oH 
ok ok ok ok ok 
mesa fa faAsdt-510-432-5827, USA 


wed AS ms AU Aas at ag qe Atos at e fRots ws fhe 
afis uaoret nigra efrnt sont S vss, YSIS ms TIT Ta 
mise ft 2 sores fA oedte da ot uern age oor ae ct 
ag & fit oct F HoT! ag Aloe 8 AS Bae ag de Ava 
at 2 os ofenr At ao fa fan sot A As tiffs ow nee TD 
fafarcet fahmr Se wor ms fame Set fae d? ag da 
mfss at + o fa fan sfoxtt sott Wo As Bdee Ayeet 
SITS & at 3 mest wefha mre ws cs unit 3} 
mUSt Jeet HST UES’ due SHS AN AH nos fee fos af 
efoH SdH us ats ws nifamrat qos 6 olen feet efout 
soHi tags uss ued, Uifss nS ut Je ws nis at wo 
Sot S Ft 100% wid Jo A ure fea oe S ost SfoH SoH UST 
asa ASST dt Tat Se WI JS! 


nasa t Cue Fat as od Go Feet adtineea t Cue WaT 
ot efout 6 Het taro PEA e Cae AT forme WS ATA BA 
3 one ase St font sot J aver ind da ct uM ws a 
fags ot um age fae ues, vig, get, soHust de nfs, 
Hat HAs, ug Uet aoflus eet 223 Fon deat orfe ws Ht 
mot ist et unt aaar fede eft son Tiaeast dat suse 
SHS Beat Js Got F fama fees ta wt os Coeer a 
fa nist nae fea Got F seat at Gat et um agar 31 
viufsnent Sat S dt ae at 3 ufmerst feo 3 “sot FB 
mts? ngs att str gs sretrune HE vets te He 
uAtd ALF Broa? urs aeTety (1264) 

frat eft sont F ggni-sast 3 AS afer Ativan fed 
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eu Hos 6 SoH fee ufenr A for Jide ow seen vag 
yest 6 Sfora ca flerfenr a foo dg we fa fea nies 
adh “av fee sets a7 tee ee (1160) fa uA eH et ast 
ad ae UU 6 SIA Wd Js Us CH UA viol wo fee eo mate 
Sfanr at feo diadte yest fea fus ure S fHe a fHS us 
ast 3 usa fes nid ea rfsur wt feo dia Bs de 3 SH Vat 
ots gS USN nimeat feu vse W Id Jolsade ae US 
dime 3 og Te Atos At Age fa sae waren nis 
ash fea Surg asthe SS A Id WSIAEE Tg 6 3a BS 
ad vs Ae fax sa yast 6 ct setenr Aer Tints vest Bet 
ms UR S une Hae 3 dees fre uret odt tet wrfecr | 





wa aas(lna) Ra fa SaaAAE AT S set FIN YST 
ais oF fx 37 az mis fee ast (AH) Ht & GH SF opdis 
we Hee Wad Is fe fA FT Ao use Ge ada Hifs 
Hae ae wear) at agit sast } fed vst ao urfenr fa eS 
ms 8A tu 3 sfent fu aso ye dt ta SAS eofsor wet 
dias Ad, Ht d@ ut § fad vert ue net me ae do 
dt d2ar fast fea ecadt ur & adit dfn ater ah matser 
sda oe feseg odt ats aietige AAD ot va Ate Tt 
wes At J ms nies wos weet 38d Ba ate at 
cud fea Au-fee Tus TS PINS nis nia wa As fags uve 
oe 8H S HU ag Bedlat ad Ae Feat S nied wret get So 
feo undat da Hat Ja? odt, feu Ba Aes ue Bas AU aS 
a efoy ut a, AS Sad nifamrahat SF uret dnt want vs a, 
UA Yd a, nue’ vee Hat TSS ns vfs ont stent ns 
att ast fea mA ase Jslud vin @ FeeTS frat S UGH 
3 Aes ase ws Jae’ dg, Go ye dt ifs unisint ¢ frau e 
a foes Jd Jolat ifort fades oS feniast S AaeTT Hfonit 
W Hoe J? ot fru 3 dau Ig w Hoe I At AeeTT UT? Wee 
ag ge Atos ato gon dt Wes ad Hae oo fa vous, far 
AT as at odst de er fitey can S Bat ot fear fo wer 
wane wet dt garst ow Howss Ariet Asbat a adhe 
Jol ast ms eo soH AWS fey WAS A Wd Jolag qa 
Afos Ht A gest uedt & Hwa US nin Cot t ura aHa 
afese oe sd Te uo aS wad JsifeR F est oH tt 
nidast at ¢ Hat F1 


nia mat aeforfent fee nat t aod st wee atoug 
ademrd Foust Hoa nis wifad saH uisi t Ten J va 
Is ifan at Hae fet A aeons fe At ners sus ct eure 
og sdtids odin ast mardbat gut arshat nS gn oer Har 
da née urfea ofees aoe sfoor 2 us aes Teenie? 
fea ugha ar gdhat gaffe far sau gee § Hts ot fear 
we st tt ass & es feos ot um age Si fite st wa “UpTT 
was at use Hae Tees Wer a meat F” UE vit 
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un Hots at, use aot Fal 3 fHhawHa avery =, 
Pee mist ra-Ag a” sess fs ats wr feo 31 


Hoe’ “aan can unis Ht eats fails AH WATS BS (747) 
He Afsag as de vies tt S feo fe ens “Te wet F 
retreat 3 at Ag TET IT Ae Wet (mse Wha) 
fad ot ntist 33 oS Aueret go, fHut 6 ae = feat 6 west 
dt tat udiet fate ag ature 3 fegt F ufus esr B 
“ssa Prone ue sete ms ase marist ua tsar” 
OG) Te “rer ve” who Ati fed AS WU-3d Auerst 
st fsx oF ao ots, so-gaa we unis de asa we fs 
oe uot chet fethot SA a wifemrat Asst S Bee As ms BE 
wd veinta 21 At to Ga fey SF ont o ms sat 
Aus? we SF ue fut > fhe qeenrfet F st Bae So 
usH ase oder Tiggemrd Boers = aon fas ys? fre 
ofes Hore aeenrtont fea oa fas st atst a dt? Ast 
gut adhe as Jue faS ad de agee wt gd? A ysue 
feug fms ve st feas det ufna odt ag Fat aqgenrd 
fea sd at Huet get adt due wide Fo ueq nore 
Howe’ 6 HOS fee Jelgueet st yars-uers a AS fost 
ust Hes ad od 3 fe “ates aes Fog F at Bag He 
FIA NAES SH AG F yar vag Sx at AasT I (654) Blea 
a usg dfs fis df ao ug Hs HATS BT ATEt (634) wis 
“agus” a Quen use ad fata “He & set 78 ATT 
ae tre ate = Gzatr uty (864) 


ok ok ok ok ok 
At ofsted ot ato ag nana Atos wing Set Ht, 
Fret Hbat Hts At ut aot Te|Tet | 

Fist Hat Hits 2 aiet-ante ute oredt at @ nee 2 frrwre 
fea wofenr fea frat afr fimrs fe Ja neg 3 ws Cues 
gu fea ator 3 fa “ fit oH pret Hint Hite rt at fefsona 
Hse TF mee T | (fata) UsH us At Ig wigs te Ate 
yee 3 Heds Ht fetes AoE ow ato Ves gue wet mre Are} 
Hit at 3 14 feo feA mAs ’S su ats At | oud, Aes At 
afaied Atos fee Sot ct owe fea fa syst sa at adt waret | 
we fo pret Hot Hts Ate Users Rea ag Afoe chit feaHst 
zHat fia oe Hist HS JS” | 
uls aredt Ft e Cudas forse ct Guat feu, ae", Gat} 
& feo ufaor a nee 3 fa Sat (HASTA!) & wmue Aedt wine 
HoH Ho ‘ay’ fea ag aoa Atos At ct mead fas od 
Fefus atst ? ne fa Afsag Ft 3 C8 ude & soewus fans 
fesd ‘Cu nde’ anit nes 2 oS sgea ute ‘Aue Few At 
HYSH Jaoels’, fads TAS nist sot & uses fed Ha, fIqt as 
fearg-aoat aafenit dit-feoruasr & Ast aae@s er Quarg 
ast At os ute at 3 Afsag At uste (AA) wreath forrst et 
Afsors fos virus um du & Ha fea Cn ot un atst we de 
fest unt ogeet | ag ore & ue fevers oet agen Ftd 
fasfimor & fa ‘act fort tH dt Ha vied un age |AS Aas 
Tuy oHrsbor ee set Sto fu at 6 cre Hafea ute Ate Sad 
fea Je Sa feo uate Hae TI ( BY: Tg ota Yorn ute niftmrfe 
@ 2Ee de w Se Se) us, Ht ofates Atos at wT AE Gat ns 
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ont ysaa Je OS TA (FASS fhw wea) FEA UA oo when fay 
aH & fefson + were afse aS ute aredt Ft S urea Afos cat 
oder 3 fx ret vot ite ot ee Ht ofaies afee & ato ves TUE 
a ues fefsona Av oct | 
feo st fie fefson & flsdat age dt ast S nigsa Jans 
= Hs avec fea fret act sront ot unsa ‘odifi-uine’ 2 
fers Tweet gon yoetetis Ose yen dt fFa veuss ns 
forte Gus core dt Aaet asus 3 | fan fo wet dt ee 
BU AIS WS Tg Ht eS Cot S sore Ge ct aw aga SAY GA eg 
dd TH ad dd J, ATs Sad satet odt Hae fafa, At afHies 
Afoa ot ato sue @ AY As Mutt FS a As Act 3a us fa A 
Ame @ mon fee feo fae qefsern ues}, Sot qefsernt ur:90g*, 
aAeet OH eA usaTdbot et, Taysu AA Te (A 
udte ua yor uife fay fefson 2 yes Afimi fee fans a wet 
Hbwt Hts @ ato gue w frag odt d | feR wet & Ere us de 
Js! ufser fea fa wet A Ast fea for et fhe S ust org war fx 
ofaes ot ata Wet At Sd Sat At? ms or feo fa sto me FT 
20 AS fur nro Het ge a 6 fee wo war at 2 BHet 
asenra yios adet =e nee ates fe yoras os Ht ofaies 
Afog at Aaa gs Get ws At wires sys Dt Aso Aaers fa: 
faues ffu at =e faut usa ‘qt ufaies mfos wo Hofodt 
fefaon’ Test a2 ara 2 so edt sgt Sfmt ager 31 fan ot 
ent aidtas fea fener yaea dae oes Guds ar vs "3 feftmr 
3“ At ofaies afos ot ato ct ufset fee adtet 2 fas Atos 
Afsag At Ig wane ee At HOTA 3 dt rus ag-aHet worg" Sat 
At | fea act o dt adt noe fa neds Ht fics Afos dt ats 
Fret Hat Hs S aeret de” 
35-da Wore | Te<fsnit weg, Fas fRu Area, foSursa | 
Freon get yt gated rfos ms nradd feddnas fit fhaadt, qHet 
Teens Ysa ant , At vifysrd! 



































ok ok ok ok ok 
FA: ToaaA fru rer nisoat ad awe S ulsst us! 
f&es fry ular (f:) 
feuoi feat fea A vse AS AOS Hee ‘Sd Cad Afonost 
eet wg! coud Toot eft as at feg vou T at T A: 
aosen fry at aver vigarat ad UA & AS fost aut feaot a 
UAsa “fru ot dis 5 Ae wT ga aa ufos’ use eo Har 
fiftr| FAS fAS* fasta ust Ho Use ver for) Ba = A AS 
ot fase fue wet fast fhoss agat uet, fast ed Ig Ta 
Atos fed aseret une te SAS ifm atst fom, a feg fe 
iatse dai & frset fires oe Sul da use atst at, Ae & at 
dua S sas ws fra yersaee st CA ST ewe F fare st 
Bu a oC dt us fast age oot free Hh Gud AS “S Hoar feo 
afer fa “HUGH He” fed mera tt t Su ms Guat H 
MBde Bue Sa uct! ues AS AT wad HIS SF Bua S ado 
fed OSH USS SHS WE (FHSS Bet) S AGS we fam TH 
om ag F st yas at Fh, fAAS weore At S st Afenr| 
ofan ade 3 ae fedot & we wT ust ms Ss SUT YTUS als" 
Yost ade fume ct feras & wet ot = a faut w Ae eas 
fa fevat t we Un oe! feo Csta feu Aol ad eats got S 
Ad 8o Te) mat afi } Adiga WY AS Uee TS ame adta 
un we fevat ae fase! gereat os fefson fed Ou Hat Be 
3 a AS fase gu sat fea ue, faot dt seat Tt adh A feast 
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Sn 


a Ausdt, ABard Gal HST at, FS SS AN UMS Aas UST 
zae wet wet & forGe adi Sor mt mes wis flrs SS 
Hide fed Tas fers Teh! fame Sot Hse" efor, mars 
AMvd, dod dais feases sag tT udsY VIHS ae wT 
nue fea mmfad uiee At 


mt AS S esd Sug, Jaa cua’ F S| wT Ad! vant 
fous, 35 ASS us eHow's fees) Taeet & yet eis 
users dt sdf! HHS ame oH gather esha ms aE eat 
S dost aga A: At S fherGe wet usa agen| fHadt SAS S 
fad ava & fo at gua UH dest feat ame Guat F yews 
HSS WE Sa US| BIS AS Sat SF Tar ant SS, aH 
feg ust aim 2 Cust w gi ai fedug de aga Gu 
ddenrd we dt Ae Jol FT Hae T Set Hone Het Jsas aT 
ve] ud maT Guat & we fee dt TaHfs tT AWGH add AG ad 
fe3| fea ule diese, fea wet wat erat mS vier ulet geet 
AN | US BAS S nite-gmrr| & fA Het ave St or feaAe | Fst 
mins ade Tet A sgt ow et wot es st ums wat fes 
FHDH GIVE Ba ue SH: Ht VS UA Are! fAat Sat S Hat 
fea Het Feet Stow act Tet At fEaet ust Cu ast Te 3a 
UsH FT TST wast wH se A AVES ATS HS CHT, Sa feo At 
facet Bud usH dS met dT feats oer Flee fast for ai fT 
ola o fax H fcr use UIST AH BY w Se Ty, ud fed A 
AHA Ae 6 HE St Sate TAT Stes, SAT or a At HST 
AHA fed Sunt eT od Los ad fest dl fA Sgt SH Coat ow 
as A feast $ fharSe fea anore dor 5 Ba AS 
uses de frat a afs Aa 
ae ee 
ads) fed fea frat o ues sate “tare” ont wae TI 
mi oae Seo a gee dh a nase ee 
at 9 ef F 11:00 et sae We & mt ot ase fir Gar 
ude met ag fest Hos wet fea AS DSHS & Weaw 
feesot 6 He & Bau fea Wet ISG ‘SF Awe SHS Fas TST 
a6 we DeHfs & Agus few suns fed AdfSni S ums feos 
Yse adel Guat SH fea fea HUBS ws FT SF yrss fH 
Has és adt ast § avs Adar! rus feos Saar 3 Ca es 
aot FS Te wes ISN axe oS OG WsaHe Te Wed" 
usta ga S atst wet aes yes odt ast Art argo fea uet 
2s ads SS T (1D) dag THC ow feaws We Hoe TI 
aes frat ade SS Ha sae ow ueloe ast wh Aa TI 





Ade Tee fry a fea Afouait J A: wefSes fru feo st 
Tans & vet Weard TI faa fevat TaHs t nda fA IST 
fea feo “Tous 3 faugs at dis” fer “St We YaoH UA 
ast fam A: wefSed firey S urut BY Bava fea farsa A: 
aaaen firey At S seen! Guat SS 8S TE suai w Adu AS 
as f&@ Ht’ fea uit fees aosun fh ane nigerar 
MAAS Jd fa TAH ds S HSS 6 fous at Hs Ht adh feet 
far 31 OHS save eat Ht Sas ifs HS Ta frat fea CHS 
Fdhat dodist & ast aos a fees 31 7 fre ee dest Ft 
farms chat Hust ag feo F, fed TSH fae sfo wet? ud odt 
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SHA & efor dfeur usts Tet Te 


H fA vos 6 os da ot Alen ager Ar, uA] St ore ct Ah ug 
MA st yds Sa SE AST fom At A: Afos SS nrefeed fru t 
as USH adfent dt fan t da ee fers F ufssi H Sag 
sfes ag sfomr At, SHG Se age wT tharos fhe glow Hh 
wets frefent dt H uruet de ag ast—’ JS TS A: wrefeeg 
firey ToS eS MOMS HS ATSt HS Vol us Ff Guat SH gS 
awe A: aesun fro at as feuet ow Afous odt dil arer 
wearer at d fay at dts ct 

forordt A ast o Go eat F fefimi sa Hh aT a at 
umd fefimi fea Sat Tat I) ore SS UTS AG Sa mearar Ft 
Buat, usdat A vse w fer sfoed| wet ave fru ast F 
ane A aet THs & fousa weed Sua fkg ‘3S tet 4a a 
Hee fe foster ot st feo A: Tosa fry at dtd) Sua da st 
ads Js fasts st gos forest fea Guat Se fot Temi gol 
ug Saat dit Aint faust qeeet tT Woe fea ool fedinit 
aah mfad fra eer frosarg Sua cet Het & x st shut 
ddt Bsa A fea TaeT HSH 6 ASST Sat A At Tea Ft 
ee ot fron w woes at Sour A Hae DI ud da SHE SS 
sacs § wat det adh cet ost & A es ae ad De aA 
fe@: Aus we fx mearat At aeoufs = firs Be ges, Ue & wa 
Ta dat ford ws aa ga gd Head tad vel us des 
we SG| Toe ade tt TS HOH ade ot aS sat He ‘Ss Ty 
a wea Ht aes wet Bae fer gS Jal To aH ot Afest? 
oot ds HOHSt a feus ait Sst Caat & fsue ct SAY Guat 
foot faust $ qowet 8 pre 2 a de ad Ho wast ofl Usa S 
une & 8s adt Tier aac, wet ay x ors-Emrs TF TT 
aauats FH) cs Fo ‘3 da fe faye att dat fen treatin 
Js Tseursg & dest asa Teens ysis deg, eeat res Ht 
Ard fafoor GoHet for Ft Ti TIS eehat S shat, fea wag 
fore Afss, J wed TT Te Afoa wat:::? Sct as, Ast, 
SSM, ue ag ge ive wy, AC aretha sareint) sar 
Bas, ust chat ssh, als age ure, Hest un", eas, shea 
PHOS, WSUS, TH Sat ter, asa ng tet (Sge Tn) Sa 
Oo WS cal Wee UA Be Va Jol Ast aod € oH ‘S 
(63 of Tdewrd CA dd Jol WS sust Sug (Jas Atos Ss 
ues’ Afoga) Asad aaa I ST Fonet dst Jal at wn fry 
qr § rest fews SHS user 3? adt des hss ue tus 
Hue ure wife ager & “aes” ft oor dist rt dt 51 ag forest 
ddenrd UA ane 3 dud vHas tT AUS Hs we a ao Te 
JS! deat 3 AeA Bet Teh wars, ur|ed fa, Badin war, 
vee HaeH fan + feu odt Jol usse F odio fefson 
Qonat dae fee fatter 3 usta a faa | usssa AMhat 
lesa aoe, Sent first afesret (weet) gaufs o as 
Bl a Hast wie ude a That Jol Aa aes Sut Hfsaret Se 
ule 3 IT AS HOHSt aH Ade fed HAS Jol t Hed | ueat 
Oe SSE] Shot arg mirestas AC es oH fAHIS MAES! AS 
det tet: at feo AS aH faude cht dst fes odt Jo? He 
de & nisorat rt et cet fase odt ust woret A ust Tet st 


MA-ASA ust 


September-October 2006 


pe ee 
ad fest! dee aot ot sds AS ges Te wearer AH feda 
or we fom os Ise dre set Toes fru ao HS flee 
SHS 35 of famr| was feo A: wefSes fh SU: Tee] fru 
zas fag wre UA ST: TesuA fAw USA ee st Bueat feat 
eoged fed Tt Ho, Saat 6 Ft He for! gs UA Tes HIS fea 
oet gece fru t we cA ot fru aeHfs fewsd age Td] THS 
ae nea A ad Guat tt dd dew yee Ae AyrE fest 
tet det U: Tees fru 3 A: melded fhe S eae fest emer 
ast fa wat act st A: agen fru feu wit odt Sewicr 


@ det dg A ash fessnu Jol midi fue age dt 
wigeret Ht fons fege Sat oH adut Ase Js! 


jad fea—fPa fee fan tHs ow HaeG Afos Ht (ae 
MSS") Hews VS TS] SUA eds Bd, fad afve Sar AT 
gga We, save we TW a Sas sa A EVA VS! 
MIeH Te S Aes At fas $ we esa was fT SII 
Hfeut, fo Tg a sad odt c fea dard fasst es sas fF 
ont fenast & Sad di H fst adt ai A fan & cas ule 
fiat ga UTS TS | 


ont—fea ores fea det fru Tus SHS TSE BHSt SF 
fenfsos efimr| Ases Ftd feSs do SF Sua flresfenr nia 
a ot At ad) SAY feito o et SAS var us agar wrGat 
de, Aso ado S Sfmt > fhe Wee Jel Tseng cH 
Hig Hawes 3 Td ag Hae Jel Ti ail CH at afue we I? 
ae Ba F mish de? Ho de? Aeet de, fesudt de? 
dea da 32? wet foe a fea SH at afy ad F? feR 3g 
MAY ae fatter 3? ot At fedt st afe foo di, Ht fart ae ot 
ae fred tot ad ot) saura tare yevuet (es) ree" Sefer 
ol Sat da dd oo we ato adie fa sus? SH vomieg 
3a fist sows BS TAS A ea od st sos AS st ATT REI 
ot da He Sat At feeses & nae dT, F THs TST UT 
SHY cA SAT Heat St odt T? TSt aA Hoe Te Zt odt? 
faa geht ae Jo? foi t wise ort ga? fefson 5 
fira sfos Hisar as as famre dc? act vat AS ast 3? 
sa Ht wads 3 dt age? TSH AoE AWS HSS aA Fs, 
Syms Md go ae fs 


Shi—fea Ua F fomr as HAUT wet Aa eoged fer 
HOST denis fru a feasts we foo At Ae SF yet Ss ant 
fort efemr fra fewads) oes sodts sot ferns atts 
"AY Ads At Ae HOTA Tenis Fru Hess et Aa S vs St 
ae fea fae uca efor oot we far Ht denis fw 3 
WITH atst S units feu fas Ge niea F nea WT, Jens fru 
odt neater wo Fe) J efor | uret wea fom, Sge-F ge 
as as df for, 5 gens fw wet Ea ANS At AEH 
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clamor ug ad fom” Ades Afos S Hes ot st SF ame 
Fae ut 6 fhe a far—aet ioe at SAT ars ot est gos 
Tl at fara & Bug I Ass 6 va Ti ag | fea we ufsoe 
| domi, avai, ator, freat F wea J) ug Sa ow afyat Y 
for od, fa SHY ua ag afse fry Ate urs wns ast TI AS 
Aad at 6 ot der ag fest fro met fa ui SHY Asag ATS 
gents fru & det fee faor fot” Te fos AT! ofA ot 
nat, HY arg aiffre fiw Ht feta fea vrs aot Bf nears st 
co ot ae a” fossa at 881 ae Ay, gens fru t ure wa & 
ggS x" efor nica fom, ud ANTE TY CANA urd wa a 
fea fear faa FAT sarst ow’ (HEAT Set) st gfamr adh’ 
ufgerg UT-Ug J fomr! fAw ade d ae, fees Te:::? feg TH 
wed for 3 Se BS ser Jers finu, fea fie nos Ther fe 
ag dfie fiw at? fesus at fae aest fee dS Te tet pra 
a nd fsur Hort Hal & ea TS 


mfrdhat fea adt nefres weoret ot BT me UAT Jol Guar 
w feo ys AST IU, Wet BOS We Bae Jo, WH ada Sw 
Heda a GA dt Be gol we feu fea feat faa ane TI 
afuges fed gorat ds atst aet o1 mrae feurftmr t: arto at 
eet § dt yes ase VS! Tee F yaiaSs TV AiShorest Shot? 
ANG front fee fig us we ws Aes us ais 3 fae 
fifsorn aA Bua HIS SHS, youre ane fesrar utente Sa aut 
fase 3 da at wadt fasret wH Gast & & urfer Hh fea aor 
fas afuSes Gu Aes fee wus as Sue Us| Iw a A ATA 
fea St fue Te Jo, Bars! 


feA fore Hea } Guat nrusint fasat wumAet afore 
fest fx Ste nine F, Adhot feast fea oft Ss TAS A 
fist, aft frat gu fee weant ag! oH SS Sud was os 
Guat chit Achat fesrat ustat feast aHe Asm Fs 
fucint Afys Guat & aun ag fsbo) SS ae Ast F 
BIS YA SAT ure | nrae Bat AS YAS St Ss Jo, ws feearst 
ue oS st wetes sl HT Su edt fa aaa ‘SF St HS AShat 
Tesh a nfo nA sa ae fan S odt agefenr! H wus 
feutar| HS vat Tet fa Sat afore wo, fa Ades At aTs AUS 
Hom @ Js ud med sent cht fad sa san Ss fe F 
trafea Jol 





fea ae afoe fn water fa wr d fy cdH ow AeUS <A Bae 
Je URSA uge Ut afi atst o1 flies sto At & wifiois J 
amie H Wofha uss ow frog T famr At A oct fasta ude & 
uxol Hg adel, GH fed adios ysts odt Tet Ah uT|E fears 
ft caget nse di saet At Hees aoe fhy At cht uASat 
wis fhe x ats feast F sore Cu Hatha yo Se famr usts 
oe Jd) Ave w ta gee fomr, Sus usue w Sadat wes fomr| 
foHost Afos Saat Ast } Fost T gt TS Sa aren misart At 
foot frarat are afsor 3 us ust act Ca we uge fea fest 
gu fea tHe, aonfs ¥ Guz fears fia 5? Gust Haat feast $ 
At orem neftner ArSaT| 

fefeur oad, oS Ural woteathet, ufemre! 0175-2283316 
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(Fes fru ua unas dat is mda S ST J ure IS To | ust Wear 
@AS Td fru sas UA ust ad Ft | (716) 536-2346] 
se ok 2k ek 


Wt ag de rfos tt o fSo A Aer Hues fren 
7 nasa fA ATIa New York 7 
Ruel dens yaaa art At nifA es 30 wars 2006 $ 34s 
Al Het Arfoa, Ae ot Soest (afss) fed At ag da Afoa At ee 
fo A Wer qudest feeH Hose w cH fesoHa Feet = 
fiows Sue J | fasta, gt ag de rfoa ate At urfe furs 
THEN (At nideud) TS Agu fe ‘A ys’ Agfs & we Awe 
(fos assoudt urfe dts fea odt Ho) @ AAS SS USAT Tg 
Sagoes Afos at dt dt wet oss seste viens cH TD | 
feR sts a feast AHS 1739 fagHt usfaa Ae 1682 3 mS fea 
cies Hts, Aad Fo te te uwurd cd se oT aet de St Het 
oH & dings Hored HfsgH FETs AHA fRu mime At Hse fry 
Jedn ofegdt dt usse da feus é: 97 feo Vt wnat To 
(4, TIMTT TA FS 1977) 3x3 At Anas e wees PAu Atos 
fomrat Tatenrs fhu minda Jot es 3 mages 1976 6 Ade fry 
feredt oer & vfogy firttus cssns fiw ¢ St fest ote 
MoH? ‘ note furs eeu (at wéeus) Ga mimes 3, fra Fo 
a og de fu At Hosa 3 ‘urfe At ag ade Atos AY St ds 
feet Ht 3 oS use ag 3a goes Ave Ht et wet wsera 
as Huss cseet AY IA Rune 3 fe gt ag ge Atos At St 
Rudost & ara At ag afte thu at Hosa © AHS 1762 fat 
Hatfia He 1705 fee We at sadst (Sus Ht CHEN Afos) ugTE 
3 SIs 23 ASG ufos Tus I yor Ht | faSta, fea arse TAH 
USAT Bet Hes 3 AT FS HISS UTS At, fAA aaa Bot d eH S 
ufos "3S mores nue gees rt ct Ade (As 1676) Buds vrust 
Tooret & HS UA S at fea dt aug ws fur ns sfeu fess 
fait da mY ot Csi adt AS 1ge-da wre vag deo TH, 
Hass fhw AE, Aer det At ofsteg Afog ws mised zasHes fu 
fhnadt Huet ant Ht nif wv feguraa | fst: WU MAAS 200€ 
ok ok ok ok ok 




















ugs 3 ASS a Jue Gal TASS 

‘mast aet ct usd’ (Sua: vsorts fH a)! 

Mitfime: asose fu (fae ear) aTuUcS 

fan <t fesars 3 fEH fase & waIs Us 
fesd yetfeor 3 aos dt ane ast det 71 fen fase te 
METS 176 Ufont S fo fia a us & fess To Ht 
fore atst famrt 3) Ast AHS HSTES nig TT usat fee 
foast fee wda-ddt swat sag 3 nest get a gat 
des 6 Us ct ou sa fag fag & farce ferfenr o| 
UTeAT At MAT wos AMT fenrge det va ut, We Ut AT 
nt dfant v, ‘ue 3 Afs Hau DT ymuSs He UES’ TS 
Afsast = gone S Afordt® flmrd® 3 ume ose 
dd ate 3 aret § pare? 3 nes Uete, fa net aft At 
at ye ae at? 

WouAse ot fx vaorts fu ae Ht 3 art 
fuges ada Hue fay ‘Ase’ 2 ‘fhe feosn 2 WY’, 
ee 
feson’, famrat afstes ffw eet 3 atyments fay 
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fe fw ae ge fon usa ect oe HS a ct 


3 uch ¢ fers weed fomrat Afetes fAw tetst et gst 
ast 6 at Aa WaT aS a Schr Bugs ats TI 
Sunes fAu 3 Sest At Ss fae fas fan duet t ace 
at @s AMst ae fest, A fx usd Hues age adt ag 
Dents fAw ge 3 dt wad AS SifAS: ToT 

ad foer ate sa fay AS AE ad OT 

afs um ug afs wat Yas stoi 1771 

feces afs afo atts, TH He mith TE! 

ag ds F df 3 me ag 3H AEN 17811 
ae ofsatte at 3 fao:- de a uy, AT HE sue 
deat! A ae AfoEs st ds 31 fa 5, vs135 
famrdt fees fu es Arfes aS ae faern usa et 
fea uve feR yas 3:- POT 

Td SCH Ho fay 3a AS HE AT UT 

ad UN Td Us TS BA YS STII 

afs afte cau on ad de ats mitt ute 

aS Ws ae ds afe ua ae geet 91 
afsathite at 8 foror:- mat Fe feet ube I UT 3 AG 
at dis viors ult ow fe ae fee ur fear 

fan we ow ao ofedi]e wfoa & we-usere 3 
125-150 AS ufset Sent At ufsst & fee 3 niadat = 
foure fen qa 6 us 8A de 6 Hut t aS ag t aS fed 
ur fest! A fRut & ag ufss aS Ae ufsed Ao 3t FSH 
fega sees dt avet st usH oI A ee ag Afoas 3 
az ufeur go st goHE nord Bs foe dt As 3st nine 
faa atl ug A fe feo Hae vs fa fae ae Afows wT 
Sot AT Hae St Bat S mA Aer, a fit 2 tea frost 2 
frase Guc fei 3 usd ae us, & faa fan da as 
sure ue ut afsadt fea nia w & ws Ber oder o 

Ae SAY ‘urdst get ct usde’ fase 6 usd A 
soonts fitu ge 3 eS Gusd ne fies ow fr a ms 
Und oft fea sve tse Ss Un AT I st us VT 
fa, TT niddo ve at foent ¢ ct ag Ao, Bo AWE HST 
mg dato tat 2 A US wes Ae, TT mons te Hs 
wing Adds § sori ag mene te at ct sar ute 
Ho! Ig asa Atos at et sa utd AS SF Bai 4 AS Hot 
3a tht & a Hast 6 AS uUlsshot weavss ct aaa 
ast A ag Afors } nme Aden Fa euM Beat 
uct Wet ag sea Woe 3 wus dt frais S Gs SS 
mus dt Sse wftedimt $ wud dt wer aw ysH 
dist fer fee yator Agars } et adt ots wr faa $3 
fie HBSS } SI 








ag dfaaftie wafos at fact de as us dt 
adeVT HS Wet nmr dt Bs AS ws aati S A fia 
zag de 2, us dt fit 3 feo 2, tt ume fena 
frat } fas sa far@e gol gg tt Won 3S nm 
ag S amet w, ade we Bds es A nifsns S ue 
Fie Us! ae ulate At mmr Sa ube @ ort AS 
fea gt gn adt oct fact de a ufset de Ht 
ud dg wd tt Ade fee or we SF ume fact de w ot 
ads Wet TT wea Atos t maw @ frogs Cue 31 A 
der aeset odt st oat wee dt cet Se od) us oat 
yea ut feH aga o fa Hou niet, dat fasse wet 
fieat fas Hot! A ag at et ago fee ut we FS are 
ws 3 HST At wet eS Ud ages 3 Ga S fan Tat 
Hoaat & ufss de! fact de acest foun & Cue 
cufss S dt vitt vs aga A AW AS AS AS BY 
nord AS fens ow weAT fact de udt oe wo 
a He dt age fearfemr fame 3 A fa ot unfas 7 
Hddd 8A gas AM SAbwt oe gat went Atl at CH 
ae wt aS de ads ot et Sans At? wat avet fact 
de a og da ot utenti oot wo ferGe tt sau AS 
A oime stas aga A ovina Ut AS Be SS fre TI 
Hae J fads du dt dims SII 
GW at HS AIA feo SA! ust dadt get aH 
Tut AS ASA SHS! WA fortes AS od UTI 278 I 
fen agi 2 dg a as AN 30 F fot Gat fee 
Js 3 vars fw aes 8 asst foges were Sd ats 
Js! fae ag mans te Hs car At cesest de tt 
wad He a ays Us-ws ade Jo 3 fA dt agi ag 3a 
goed rt A man ge § we de use ws ot flg 
Set 3 aga Us-3s age fers ae Ws! 
Feds U MAG ste da at ct aget fes far et 
USsd 3H J AMS’ AUS oS aet sactat adt age} 7 
Hact, qaeet oT sone 3: uBst I 
ag orets ofA ads fueee I 
a 3 wtetd ofA Fe UsTeE I 
a 3 orets eff state aehy i 
a 3 uefa fh cast we I 
a 3 mets af fas fired 
a 3 nef aH yds US I 
AS a 3d SA MH nT Il 
3 30s a SH SIT SE STIION (vist 962} 
devel wt Sas Ba J dt Hae si feg usa 
as wet ag foes, F nm Teast @ Wes Ts, 3 
fast 308 fa@ aed FS? 
oAH Ga ot feerdt feson FS o ota 31 
ag dfe fiw at fave 9 Ae at 14 Ae et Ho Ae fust 
mt Adte ad fees Te Jo 3 ide us Atos SA vlan 
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At! fen wa ad ugs ct ds odt fea WS ys fes de 
vor 3 3 So So fen 5 afae DIfER wT See fT I 
fa nde ud Atos ag sa sored AoE dt eASe JS ot 
fa ag affe fu at) fs sore o fx eAH Je wfor a 
ford st sot Hat ssa de Td do gs as TA 
éze 3 fea att vadt odt At 
ao ats ure we fea 3 fs us Ue 
afoed 4 atfod orfs mds] us ae 
forfammfe 8, Uert 79} 
Ho 3d 3d oF fad U4 dad faard | 
Jv faa oe fad fs act fysurg 1 371 
wos feer fea ats fase II 
HS Safe THe AS we || 
cat ata ats Ts feeTer Il 
aad fath fe SA YTS I 38 II 
fea uasot feo wos aadint us fa FA arat 
© WU fed odt ofr BA 6 mde ud fed foors fest 
ee ee eee 
ust 5 ag tt 8 da 2a & aferiua SF. dist fiw, 
Sarr : 


eAtfent At 3 eAHA fust } fan o ca cat & odt HM | 
mits 3 AM set 3 soet 6 AfSHT Fost age UeT Tt 


add ofan ad! 
ag va a wn, Teves fiw (fee ee) as u]es fiw AST 
feessnes Ads Il 
foe tus: - 


Charnjit Singh Bal, Bunaby B.C. Phone: - 604 299 2224, 
E-mail: - charnjit@sikhsundesh.net 
Surat Singh Bal, Brampton, Ont. Phone: - 905 450 8082, 
E-mail: - piarbal@hotmail.com 
Nanak Singh Pustakmala Amrirsar, Phone: - 91183 2553697, 
E-mail: - kulbirsuri@yahoo.com 

ok ok 2k 2k 


) a Afsae uAte II ® 
qenee ag 
GGS: Page - 83 (3) 
fadiva at ea Hos 8 AB ats Il Tg de Afse - vats Il 
A8d H:9 | Gas Ast eax ao I Ase Ahr fear re Il 
mug Aa sage | osx Sugg wWufs ss ue ia 





Mee: IT Soa Atos Suen age Js fa F set! nruat Set Ws us 
efmret Sug odors adt aga wdte faSfa Afont urehat et 
UBS aS se fea nas use wy Std 1 A aet Yat mys wm S 
ac Stave ST ue us, Ig soa Atos fens age do fa fen cH 
mrss st dt wat a Aad o, A CAS aS AGH USS DT ae Te 
IQ 


Guru Nanak Sahib teaches us that no one should be proud of 
ones caste and fame because the Almighty God alone 


MA-ASA ust 
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sustains everyone with His benevolence. If someone claims 
himself to be a good person, it is of no use. Guru Nanak 
Sahib advises that greatness of a person could only be 
known if such a person is successful in attaining 
emancipation. (1) 


H: 2. 1 fas fumed fa@ da fon ret uf vs II 
fog aes Hats a a ue atest 2 11 


nee: Ig wore Afoe afde ga fa dt set! fan oe AS flrs 
fons ye We si CA AONE vrust VBA ad agat Tete T 1 vs 
Tt uderg fes ABa fecarstia FT 121 


Guru Angad Sahib explains that when any person truly 
develops love with the Creator then one should abandon 
his/her ego as otherwise it is worthless to live in ones 
egoism. (2) 


ust il 3g wrt usst At ve AeA ofe ce I 
eA ots ve su Afar surg adie Il 
feast 6 ofa wg tfe A aonfy de 1 

fq AHaTS 3 fenmuet fro Ag nifys ute II 
fe orfu eé uses fA@ fae fue As Aas ele 3 Il 


WE: wavs use S vu dt fea Act gest gevet det T nes fes 
FHS fa HAS 6 WHE Ce Bel ve 3 AeA t cle aufaa ag fes | 
fea Ast ofeas ae a, Alt 6 nrue wrue anded feu wor fest 
| qos yet noms use et fHog & usd we Te, Bats Tt ay 
far wr Ae J | Bat o feg aet Tu-sasle HfoHA dt Jet 
fa@fa 8a Adt uifys-wat ow Fe Te Jo | Fes, WA Ushi 3 
nrget ms nue ufsest @ ABE Hes dt df ats Fat Bat 3° AT 
8 a, dd He St Asia SAfet F Fears ul BA To 131 


The Almighty God has created this Universe by providing 
Moon and Sun as the two luminaries. After establishing the 
creation, all have been made to engage in their professions. 
Those persons, who have been blessed by God, have 
become Guru-minded persons, having attuning themselves 
with Naam of the True Lord. Thus, they cease to realize any 
worldly pain. They not only attain emancipation themselves 
but all other family-members as well as other persons, who 
follow them also benefit from their noble deeds. [GGS: 
Page 83 - 3] 


{Sikh families are requested that they should themselves read and 
understand the Essence of Divine Word enshrined in the Guru 
Granth Sahib. Valuable guidelines are also provided in the Sikh 
Reht Maryada (1945, SGPC) readily available in the Gurduara 
Sahib. Sikhs do not believe in any caste or creed as we all are like 
brothers and sisters, where none is high or low} 
[Please also click: www.sikhmarg.com; www.ggsacademy.com; 
www.thelivingtreasure.org] 
Free distribution by Sikh Khalsa Mission Inc. 
aK aK 


K. T. F. of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 31 


The Sikh Bulletin nMH-Asa yst September-October 2006 


This issue comes to you in printed form due to the generosity of the Sikh Sangat of Greater Richmond, Virginia. 
We are grateful to the donors and Dr. Baljit Singh Sidhu who made the effort to solicit donations, collect them 
and transmit them to us. Only if we could have six fund drives like this every year, will we be able to print and 
distribute 2000 copies of each issue. Cost of each printing and mailing is $2100.00. If any of the readers can help 
us in raising that amount of money they should contact us and let us know which issue they would like to sponsor, 
including the next issue, November-December 2006. Otherwise we will simply prepare an electronic issue for our 
website and mailing to those whose email addresses we have. We invite our readers to give us their email 
addresses. There will be no more personal requests to individuals for help in procuring funds. Those who feel 
strongly that the printed version of this publication should not fold should get involved to offer practical help. We 
do not stop from multiplying Gurdwara buildings where the primary activity is to misinterpret Sikhi. But we are 
reluctant to support causes relevant to the spread of correct Sikhi. This is an appeal, not to the masses but to those 
few thinking Sikhs who know all this but still fail to act. Please consider the Sikh Qaum that gave you identity as 
your family, which it is and treat it as such. Do something worthwhile for your community. Thank you. Editor 


Realizing the need for correct information about Sikhism in the English language for the benefit of Diaspora youth, KTF 
requested S. Gurbachan Singh Sidhu, UK, to revise some of his books and write new ones. Mr. Sidhu is one of the 
founders of The Sikh Missionary Society of UK and Guru Nanak Charitable Trust, Mullanpur Mandi, Ludhiana. Of the 
many books and pamphlets in English that he has authored we have been able to afford to publish only four: 

1. Sikh Religion and Christianity — 110 pages 

2. Sikh Religion and Islam — 153 pages 

3. An Introduction to Sikhism — 76 pages 

4. Panjab and Panjabi — 177 pages 
These are excellent books for Sikhs and non Sikhs alike. Reading these books you will get the real meaning of Sikhi, 
something that Gurdwaras have miserably failed to teach. These books are for free distribution. We invite our readers in 
the USA to order any combination of 40 books for a donation to KTF of $100.00, including postage, and distribute them 
free to their family, friends, local sangats or schools operated by Gurdwaras. Your donation will help in the publication 
of The Sikh Bulletin. 


Khalsa Tricentennial Foundation of North America Inc. 
3524 Rocky Ridge Way 
El Dorado Hills, Ca 95762 


Address 
Label 
Here 


If you do not wish to receive this bulletin, please write ‘do not mail’ across the label and return to sender. 
If you wish for someone else to receive it, please provide us with their mailing address. Thank you. 
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